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WORK 

04/23 – present Research Associate 
 Department of Immunology and Microbiology, Institute for Genome Sciences, University of 

Maryland, Baltimore, USA 
01/21 – 03/23 Senior Post-doctoral fellow 
 Serre lab, Institute of Genome Sciences, University of Maryland, Baltimore, USA 
05/20 - 07/20 Volunteer at the University of Cambridge/GSK/AstraZeneca Covid19  
 diagnostic center 
08/18 – 12/20 Post-doctoral research associate, Merrick’s lab, Pathology Department, University of 

Cambridge, Cambridge, UK 
10/12 -01/18  Pre-doctoral researcher, Molecular Parasitology Unit, Biomedical Sciences department, 

ITM, Antwerp   

EDUCATION 
2012 – 2018  Ph.D in Biomedical Sciences, “Role of gene dosage in the acquisition of antimony 

resistance in L. donovani: experimental evidence” 
University of Antwerp/Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, Belgium 

2010 - 2012 M.Sc in Molecular and Cellular Biology, specialty Medical Parasitology and 
 Mycology “Methodology for the study of Leishmania major interaction between MAP kinase 

7 and Metacaspase” 
Université Pierre et Marie Curie (Paris VI)/Institut Pasteur, Paris, France 

2007 - 2010  B.Sc Biology, specialty Biotechnology 
 Université Libre des Sciences et Technologies, Lille, France 
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FUNDING AND AWARDS 
Cambridge university award Professional Services Recognition Scheme 2020 in the Cross University 
category 
Award given to all the volunteers who got involved in the Cambridge university, AstraZeneca, GSK Covid-19 
testing centre 
Year Laureate of the Natural Science of the Belgian Royal Academy for Over Sea Science (2018) 
Prize awarded after deliberation of the jury of academy for the most significant submitted PhD thesis of the 
year in the field of microbial drug resistance. 
Zoetis Travel Award (May 2017)  
Competitive travel award to go to WorldLeish6 in Toledo, Spain, in May 2017 
Research Fellowship (2014 and 2015) 
Funding Body: Les Amis de l’Institut Pasteur de Bruxelles 
Short term fellowship (1 month – January 2015) 
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Funding Bodies: European Molecular Biology Organization - EMBO (id: ASTF 616-2014) and FWO (Flemish 
Research Foundation) 
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Pasteur, Paris, France. 
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Conference, Ile des Embiez, France.  
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TEACHING ACTIVITIES AND STUDENT SUPERVISIONS 
Nov 2022 Teaching “Introduction to parasitology”, School of Dentistry, University of Maryland, 

Baltimore, Baltimore, USA 
April 2022 Hosting a day long eukaryotic pathogens teaching seminar (fungi and Leishmania), and 

teaching a half day on malaria, Institute for Continuous Education, Cambridge university, 
Cambridge, UK 

April 2021 Tutoring and Q&A session on Leishmania and group activity on the “Social and Economic 
impact of Leishmaniasis”, Institute for Continuous Education, Cambridge university, 
Cambridge, UK 

02/21 Invited Lecture: “Leishmania: a general overview”, Erasmus Medical Centre, Rotterdam, NL 
2019 - 2021  Practical designer and demonstrator, Department of Pathology, University of Cambridge  
2020 Practical assistant for students with disabilities 
03/18  Invited lecture: “Fundamental of Leishmania biology and pathology” (in English and in 

French), Post Graduate Certificate in Tropical Medicine and International Health, ITM, 
Belgium 
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10/17  Invited lecture: “Leishmania, from the field to the lab”, University of Ohio, Athens, Ohio, USA 
05/16 Invited Lecture: “Genome and transcriptome dynamics during the life cycle of Leishmania. 

Faculty of Biology, Pontifica Universidad Catolica del Ecuador, Quito, Ecuador. 
Jan –  Matilda Svensson, MSc thesis: Argininosuccinate Synthase role in antimony 
June 2015 resistance in Leishmania donovani 
Oct 2013 - Natania Peelman, MSc thesis: Functional Analysis of the MRPA episome in 
June 2014 Leishmania donovani 
 

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP  
2021 – present General Member, American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene and American 

Committee of Molecular, Cellular and Immunoparasitology 
2021 - present  General Member, RNA Society 
2019 - present  General Member, British Society for Parasitology 
2016 - present General Member, Belgium Society for Parasitology and Protistology 
 

SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY/PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
2022 - present Mentor for the Linked Mentoring program of GSA link, a non-profit organisation providing 

support to LGBTQ+ youth  
2022 - present Member of the Membership committee of ASTMH 
2020 - present Member of Pathogens Reviewer Board 
2013 - present Reviewer for scientific journals (March 2022: 23 reviews) 
2021 - 2022  Discussion facilitator in the Responsible Conduct of Research training (University of 

Maryland School of Medicine) 
2021 - 2022 STAR-PREP statement review committee (University of Maryland, Baltimore) 
2019 - 2020  Post Doc representative in the Tripos Education Committee and at the Public engagement 

and outreach committee 
2019 - 2020 Board member of the Post Doc committee of the Pathology department 
2018 - 2019 Rising Stars public engagement training  
2016 - 2017  PhD Representative at the Scientific Advisory Committee of the Institute of Tropical 

Medicine of Antwerp (ITM) 
2015 - 2017  Member of the Gay Pride Organisation Committee of the STI free-clinic of Antwerp 
2015 - 2016  PhD representative at the ITM Education Council 
2012 - 2018  Organiser of the departmental weekly social event: Beer Time 
2013 - 2017  PhD representative at the ITM Biomedical Sciences department board 
 


