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Education 

 

1967 B.A.   Pennsylvania State University, Mathematics and Computer Science 

1973 M.A. University of Southern California, Occupational Therapy and Psychology 

1978  Ph.D. Emory University, Developmental Psychology 

 

Post-Graduate Education And Training 

 

Certifications 

 

1973  Occupational Therapist, Registered  

1975  Internship, Neuropsychiatric Institute, UCLA 

1981  Brazelton Neonatal Behavioral Assessment Scale 

 

Medical Licensures 

 

Active  Psychologist, Maryland (01367) 

 

Employment History 

 

1967-1971 Systems Analyst, IBM 

2016- Present Distinguished Fellow, RTI International 

 

mailto:mblack@som.umaryland.edu
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Academic Appointments 

 

1979-1985 Clinical Instructor, University of Maryland School of Medicine, Department of 

Pediatrics, Division of Behavioral Pediatrics   

1985-1989 Clinical Assistant Professor, University of Maryland School of Medicine, 

Department of Pediatrics, Division of Behavioral Pediatrics 

1989-1994 Assistant Professor, University of Maryland School of Medicine, Department of 

Pediatrics, Division of General Pediatrics 

1994-1997 Associate Professor (tenured), University of Maryland School of Medicine, 

Department of Pediatrics, Division of General Pediatrics 

1997-2021 Professor (tenured), University of Maryland School of Medicine, Department of 

Pediatrics, Division of Growth and Nutrition 

1999-Present Professor (adjunct), Psychology, University of Maryland Baltimore County 

2001-Present Professor (adjunct), International Health, Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg 

School of Public Health 

2003-2021 John A, Scholl MD and Mary Louise Scholl MD Endowed Professor 

2005-Present Professor (secondary), Medicine, University of Maryland School of Medicine 

2011-Present Professor (secondary), Epidemiology and Public Health, University of Maryland 

School of Medicine 

2017-2025 Distinguished Fellow, RTI International 

2021-Present Professor Emeritus, Pediatrics, University of Maryland School of Medicine 

 

 

Professional Society Memberships 

 

1978-Present American Psychological Association 

1978-Present Society for Research in Child Development 

1985-Present Society of Pediatric Psychology 

1986-Present Society of Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology 

1991 Elected President, Division of Child, Youth and Family Services, American 

Psychological Association  

1994    Elected Fellow, American Psychological Association, Division of Child, Youth 

and Family Services  

1996 Elected President, Society of Pediatric Psychology, American Psychological 

Association 

1999 Elected Fellow, American Psychological Society 

1999-Present Society of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics 

2010-Present American Society of Nutrition 

2009-2011 Elected, Committee on International Relations in Psychology (CIRP), American 

Psychological Association 

2012-2014       Elected, Committee on Communications Programs (CCP), Society for Research 

in Child Development 

 

Honors and Awards 

 

1992  Community Scholar, UMAB Office of the President  
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1992  American Express Volunteer of the Year Award, Baltimore, Maryland  

1998  Scholar in Residence, Rockefeller Foundation, Bellagio, Italy 

2002  Interinstitutional Collaboration – Regent’s Award, University of Maryland  

2002  Kirksey Lectureship, Dept of Nutrition, Purdue University  

2003-2021 John A. Scholl Endowed Professorship 

2009  Logan Wright Research Award, Society of Pediatric Psychology  

2009  Virginia A. Beal Lectureship, University of Massachusetts, Amherst  

2011  Clinical and Translational Science Institute Excellence in Mentoring Award  

2012  Visiting Professor, University of Mississippi 

2012  Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame  

2012  Visiting Professor, University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana 

2013  National WIC Association’s Friend of WIC Leadership Award  

2013  Foltyn Family Seminar in Health Sciences. University of Delaware, Newark, DE,  

2013  Russell Nutrition Symposium, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 

2015  Visiting Professor, University of Michigan, Growth and Development 

2016  Visiting Professor, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 

2016  J. Tyson Tildon Excellence in Pediatric Research  

2017  Tay Gavin Erickson Lecture, University of Massachusetts Amherst   

2017  Paul Harper Lecture, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health  

2017  UNICEF Visiting Lecturer: Beijing, China 

2017  UNICEF Visiting Lecturer: Belgrade, Serbia  

2018  Visiting Professor, University of Wollongong in Wollongong, Australia 

2018  Visiting Professor, University of Manitoba in Winnipeg, Canada 

2018  Maryland’s Top 100 Women, The Daily Record  

2019  Visiting Professor, University of Malaysia in Kuala Lampur, Malaysia 

2022 Invited to testify before the US House Budget Committee hearing, “Powerful 

Impact of Investments in Early Childhood,” Washington, DC July 20, 2022. 

2025 Jean-Pierre Habicht Lifetime Achievement Award in Global Nutrition, American 

Society For Nutrition 

 

Clinical Expertise 

 

Licensed psychologist (Maryland) 

Clinical and research expertise in childhood growth and development, and in developmental 

disabilities 

 

Administrative Service 

 

Local Service 

 

1985-1998  Board of Directors, Intervention With P.A.C.T., Inc. 

1987-1990  President, Intervention With P.A.C.T, Inc. 

1985-1990 Advisory, Maryland/D.C. Association for Infant Mental Health, Board of 

Directors 

1990 Consultant, Governor's Office of Children and Youth, KIDS COUNT 

Project 
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1991   Consultant, Governor's Panel on Drug Exposed Infants 

1989-1992  Consultant, Baltimore City Health Department, The Baltimore Project 

1992 Consultant, Baltimore City Health Department, Healthy Start, Early 

Intervention Subcommittee 

1992-1994  Consultant, Governor's School Breakfast Initiative 

1994-1997 Advisory, From Aggressive Play To Creative Learning, Ready At Five, 

Advocates for Children and Youth, Inc. 

1997-2012  Advisory, Maryland State WIC Advisory Board (Chair, 2010-2012) 

2007-2008 Baltimore Task Force on Obesity Prevention, City Council, City of 

Baltimore  

2009-2020  Food Policy Task Force, Baltimore City Health Department 

2009-2012 Childhood Obesity Committee, Maryland Department of Health and 

Mental Hygiene 

2013-Present Chair, Child Health Foundation 

2014-2024  Chair, Advisory Board, Maryland Hunger Solutions 

 

National and Global Service 

 

2003-2005 Institute of Medicine, Committee to evaluate the President’s Emergency 

Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) 

2010   Institute of Medicine, Committee to plan the evaluation of WIC  

2012   World Bank Group, Human Development Network Advisory Committee 

2017 WHO technical committee: Early Childhood Development: Review of 

Guidelines for Programmes to Support the Development of Young 

Children Affected by HIV and AIDS in Africa.  

2017 Consultant, World Bank Group, Early Childhood Division 

2017-2019 External Scientific Panel of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

Science of Behavior Change (SOBC) Common Fund Program.   

2019-Present UNICEF, Inter-Agency Expert Group on Early Child Development 

Measurement 

2019-Present WHO technical committee: Nurturing Care for Early Childhood 

Development. Geneva, Switzerland 

2019-2024  Advisor, Lancet Commission on Global Hearing Loss  

2019-2022 Advisor, World Health Organization, Guidelines on Infant and Young 

Child Feeding 

2019-2022 Advisor, Robert Wood Johnson, Healthy Eating Research, Nutrition 

guidelines for children age 2-8 

2020-2022 Technical Advisory Group (TAG) USAID Responsive care and early 

learning through UNICEF’s Community-based Infant and Young Child 

Feeding (IYCF) Program 

2020-2022 United Kingdom Research and Innovation (UKRI) Medical Research 

Council’s Global Health Advisory Board. 

2020-2022 Breastmilk Ecology: Genesis of Infant Nutrition (BEGIN Project), 

National Institute of Child Health and Development  

2022-2024 Chair, Environmental Working Group, Nutrition Ecology, National 

Institute of Child Health and Development 
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2022-2026  Child Health Technical Tracking (CHAT) Technical Advisory Group 

(TAG). Provide advice to WHO and UNICEF on indicators of child health 

and well-being used by global initiatives (e.g., Sustainable Development 

Goal Framework, Nurturing Care Framework, etc.) 

 

Editorial Activities 

 

Peer Review Activities 

 

2001-Present  American Journal of Clinical Nutrition (1/yr) 

1994-2000  American Journal of Community Psychology (1/yr) 

2013-Present  American Journal of Public Health (1/yr) 

2004-2018  American Psychologist (1/yr) 

1990-1993  Applied Developmental Science (1/yr) 

2005-2012  Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine (2/yr) 

2019-Present  BMJ Global Health (2/yr) 

2013   British Journal of Nutrition (1/yr) 

2010-2015  Bulletin of the World Health Organization (1/yr)  

1988-2008  Child Abuse & Neglect (1/yr) 

2000-Present  Child Development (2/yr) 

2015-2018  Children’s Health Care (1/yr) 

1998-2008  Child Maltreatment (1/yr) 

1998-2006 Clinical Psychology Review (3/yr) 

2017  Developmental Neuroscience 

1998-Present Developmental Psychology (1/yr) 

2003-2006 Drug and Alcohol Dependence (1/yr) 

2008  European Journal of Clinical Nutrition (8/yr) 

2010  Food and Nutrition Bulletin (1/yr)  

2015  International Journal of Endocrinology (1/yr) 

2020  International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health (3/yr) 

2017-Present JAMA (2/yr) 

2013-Preasent JAMA Pediatrics (2/yr) 

2008-Present Journal of Adolescent Health (1/yr) 

2008-2012 Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry (1/yr) 

1992-2004 Journal of Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology (3/yr) 

1998  Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology (1/yr) 

1992-Present Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics (1/yr) 

2006-Present Journal of Family Psychology (4/yr) 

2010-Present Journal of Pediatrics (1/yr) 

1992-Present Journal of Pediatric Psychology (3/yr) 

1997  Journal of Psychoeducational Assessment (1/yr) 

2000  Journal of Reproductive and Infant Psychology (1/yr) 

2007-1999 Journal of Research on Adolescence (1/yr) 

2020-Present Journal of Nutrition (2/yr) 

2003-2013 Maternal and Child Health Journal (1/yr) 

2016-2018 Maternal and Child Nutrition (2/yr) 
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2005-2012 Neurotoxicology and Teratology (1/yr) 

2019  New England Journal of Medicine (1/yr) 

1998-Present Pediatrics (2/yr) 

2005  Public Health Nutrition (1/yr)  

2001-2005 Social Science & Medicine (1/yr)  

2009-Present The Lancet (2/yr) 

2018-Present The Lancet Child and Adolescent Health (2/yr) 

2014-Present The Lancet Global Health (2/yr)  

2016  The Lancet HIV (1/yr) 

2017  The Lancet Psychiatry (1/yr) 

2018-Present The Lancet Public Health (1/yr) 

 

Conference Reviewer 

 

American Psychological Association, multiple years 

Society for Research on Child Development, multiple years 

Pediatric Academic Societies Annual Meeting, multiple years 

 

Guest Editor 

 

 1992 The Child, Youth and Family Services Quarterly. Innovative Programs to 

Prevent AIDS Risk Behaviors in Adolescent, 16, (2).  

 1993 The Child, Youth and Family Services Quarterly. Innovative Early 

Intervention Programs, 16, (4).  

 2000 Journal of Pediatric Psychology. Special issue: International Child Health. 

25, (4).  

 1999 Clinical Psychology Review. Special issue: Prevention of Children’s 

Behavioral and Mental Health Problems: New Horizons for Psychology. 

19, (4).  

2006 Journal of Pediatric Psychology. Special issue: Prenatal Substance 

Exposure: Impact on Children’s Health, Development, School 

Performance, and Risk Behavior 

2007   Journal of Pediatric Psychology. Special issue: Pediatric Overweight.  

2008 European Journal of Nutrition. Special issue: Nutrition and children’s 

cognition.  

2009 American Journal of Clinical Nutrition. Special issue: Maternal and child 

mental health: Role of nutrition.  

2011 Journal of Nutrition. Special issue. Responsive Feeding: Promoting 

Healthy Growth and Development for Infants and Toddlers 

2014 Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences. Special issue. Every Child’s 

Potential: Integrating Nutrition and Early Childhood Development 

Interventions (Vol. 1308, January, 2014) 

2020 Pediatric Obesity. Special Issue. Parenting and the Development of Eating 

Behaviors in the Growing Child  

2023 Pediatrics. Supplement. Promoting Early Childhood Development 

Globally Through Caregiving Interventions (May, 2023) 
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Doi:10.1542/peds.2023-060221. 

https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/151/Supplement%202/e2023

060221B/191213/Promoting-Childhood-Development-Globally-

Through?autologincheck=redirected 

 

Editorial Board Membership 

 

1983-1987  American Journal of Occupational Therapy  

1992-2001  Journal of Clinical Child Psychology  

2002-2004  Journal of Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology  

1997-2002  Children’s Services: Social Policy, Research, and Practice  

1998-2016  Clinical Psychology Review  

2010-2015  Health Psychology 

2000-2007   Journal of Pediatric Psychology 

2002-2007  Associate Editor, Journal of Pediatric Psychology 

2020-2023  Associate Editor, Pediatric Obesity  

2010-Present  Journal of Pediatric Psychology 

2006-Present  Journal of Family Psychology 

2021-Present  Journal of Nutrition  

 

 

Research Grant Reviewer 

 

1985-1987    Administration on Developmental Disabilities, U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services 

1989-1993  National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect, U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services 

1990-1992 Administration on Children, Youth, and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Service 

1993-1994 AIDS and Related Research Study Section, Ad Hoc Meeting 

National Institute of Health 

1993  Research Bureau, Ad Hoc Review Committee 

Maternal and Child Health 

1994-1997 Review Panel, Behavioral Science Track Award for Rapid Transition 

National Institute of Mental Health 

1994-1996 Dissertation Awards 

American Psychological Association 

1994-1999 Study Section: Biological and Physiological Sciences Special Emphasis Panel, 

National Institute of Health 

1995  Division of Social, Behavioral, and Economic Research 

National Science Foundation 

2000 Ad hoc Study Section member: Biobehavioral and Behavioral Processes 6  

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 

2000   The W. T. Grant Foundation  

2000    The Millbank Foundation 

2002  Ad hoc Study Section Member: Risk and Preventive Health Behavior, 2 
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  National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 

2003  Special Emphasis Panel.  Brain and behavior in developing countries 

  National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 

2002-2007 Study Section Member: Psychosocial Risk and Disease Prevention 

  National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 

2003  The Wellcome Trust, London, UK 

2003  Study Section, United States Department of Agriculture.  

2005 Study Section, Behavioral Social Science Fogarty International Research 

Committee  

2006  Study Section, Health of the Population Integrated Review Group, NIH 

2007  Study Section, Nutrition and HIV, NIH 

2008 Ad hoc Study Section Member, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

2008, 2009 Ad hoc Study Section Member: Psychosocial Risk and Disease Prevention 

  National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 

2010 Ad hoc Study Section Member: National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and 

Kidney Diseases 

2011-2016 Ad hoc Study Section Member, National Institute of Health, Risk Prevention and 

Health Behavior 

2017-2021 Regular member, Psychosocial Development, Risk and Prevention Study Section, 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

2019-2022 Advisor, Lancet Commission on Global Hearing Loss  

2019-2022 Advisor, World Health Organization, Guidelines on Infant and Young Child 

Feeding 

2019-2022 Advisor, Robert Wood Johnson, Healthy Eating Research, Nutrition guidelines for 

children age 2-8 

 

Teaching Service 

 

Dissertation Advisees (doctoral level): 

 

1989 Linda Crites, Ph.D., Psychosocial factors influencing stress and adaptation of 

neonates requiring intensive care, University of Maryland School of Social Work. 

1990 Jacqueline Hutcheson, Ph.D., Interactional characteristics of mother and their 

infants with failure to thrive, University of Maryland Baltimore County, 

Department of Psychology. * 

1990 Valarie Molaison, Ph.D., Families and chronic stress: A test of the ABCX model 

in families caring for disabled adults, University of Maryland Baltimore County, 

Department of Psychology. 

1991 Julie Berenson-Howard, Ph.D., Maternal separation anxiety among employed 

mother of infants, Boston University, Department of Psychology. 

1993 Maureen Schuler, Ph.D., Neurobehavioral development among infants born to 

drug dependent women, University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department 

of Psychology. * 

1994 Kathleen Korns, Ph.D., Psychosocial factors of maternal competence and infant 

attachment, University of Maryland Baltimore County, Dept. of Psychology. 
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1995 Samia Dowud Noursi, Ph.D., Maternal belief systems of Palestinian mothers 

across three generations, University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department 

of Psychology. 

1996 Zermaine Breibenbaugh, Ph.D., Maternal personality as a predictor of infant 

attachment, University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of 

Psychology. 

1996 Shirin Munir, Ph.D., Development and validation of the independent behavioral 

assessment scale, Dhaka University, Department of Psychology. 

1996 Meei-Ling Gau, Ph.D., The relationship of antipartial stress, spiritual well-being, 

social support and maternal-fetal attachment during pregnancy, University of 

Maryland, School of Nursing. 

1997 Evangeline Danseco, Ph.D., African-American mothers' and teachers' ethno-

theories on child development, child problems, and home-school relations for 

children with and without disabilities, University of Maryland Baltimore County, 

Department of Psychology. 

1998 Loreto Martinez, Ph.D., Neighborhood influences on children’s development, 

University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. * 

1999 Dorothy Adamson, Ph.D., Personal dimensions and their relations to education: A 

follow-up study of students graduating from the child-to-child program in Mpika 

Zambia, UMBC. 

1999 Laura Mackner, Ph.D., Cognitive development among children with and without 

failure to thrive. University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of 

Psychology. *  

1999 Laureen Teti, Ph.D., Intergenerational boundary dissolution involving adolescent 

mothers and grandmothers. University of Maryland Baltimore County, 

Department of Psychology. * 

2000 Maureen Gaffney, Ph.D., Long-term development among children with failure-to-

thrive. Loyola College, Department of Psychology. * 

2000 Lorrie Gavin, Ph.D., The father involvement study, Johns Hopkins University, 

School of Hygiene and Public Health. * 

2000 Betty Ann Rigney, Ph.D., The effect of religious affiliation on continued 

substance abuse in mothers who have used illegal drugs during pregnancy, 

University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. * 

2000 Hibist Astake, Ph.D., HIV-risk behaviors among adolescents in Ethiopia, 

University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. 

2001 Linda Payne, Ph.D., Maternal perceptions of their premature infant and infant 

development. University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of 

Psychology. 

2004 Jennifer Galbraith, Ph.D., Reinvention of HIV prevention programs. University of 

Maryland College Park, Department of Public and Community Health. 

2005 Leanna Herman, Ph.D., Obesity and psychopathology among African American 

adolescents. University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of 

Psychology. * 

2005 Margo Candelaria, Ph.D., Attachment characteristics of having a premature 

infant. University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. 



Maureen Black, Ph.D. 10 

 

2005 Katherine Jones, Ph.D., Vitamin B-12 Deficiency in Guatemalan Mothers and 

Infants: Prevalence, Predictors, and Associations with Maternal Depression and 

Infant Development. University of California at Davis, Department of Nutrition. 

2006 Sonia Arteaga, Ph.D., Obesity prevention among adolescents. University of 

Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. * 

2006 Wendy Stevenson, Ph.D., Psychological and contextual correlates of adolescent 

mother-infant interaction.  University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department 

of Psychology. * 

2006 Kristen Hurley, Ph.D., Maternal Mental Health and Infant Temperament: 

Relationship with Child-Feeding Practices, Dietary Intake, and Growth among a 

Statewide Sample of WIC Infants. Center for Human Nutrition, Department of 

International Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. * 

2006 Melissa O’Connell, Ph.D., Maternal Sensitivity and Their Premature Infants. 

University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. 

2007 Barbara Baumgartner, Ph.D., Potential Pathways of Trauma Transmission among 

African American Adolescent Mothers and their Infants in an Urban 3-Generation 

Context. The Fielding Institute. * 

2007 Erin Hager, Ph.D., Familial Determinants of Physical Activity Behavior Change 

Among Urban African American Adolescents. Center for Human Nutrition, 

Department of International Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 

Health. * 

2008 Sarah Oberlander, Ph.D., Transitions in the multigenerational families of urban, 

low-income African American adolescent mothers. University of Maryland 

Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. * 

2009 Ans Eliander, Ph.D., Micronutrients, Omega-3 Fatty Acids and Cognitive 

Performance in Indian Schoolchildren. Wageningen University, Department of 

Nutritional Sciences. 

2009 Katie Sellers, Ph.D. Adolescent mothers’ relationships with their own mothers: 

Impact on parenting outcomes. Tulane University School of Public Health. * 

2009 Lacy Fabian. Ph.D., Stress in a model of adolescent risk.  University of Maryland 

Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. * 

2010 Anna Quigg, Ph.D. Food insecurity and child development. University of 

Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. 

2010 Margaret Wrobelski, RD, MPH, PhD The Challenge of Teen Nutrition: An 

Ecological View of Sociocognitive Influences on Urban African-American 

Adolescent Diet Quality. Food insecurity and child development. University of 

Maryland College Park, Department of Public and Community Health. * 

2011 Stacy Howes, Ph.D. Prenatally Drug Exposed Adolescents' Engagement in 

Externalizing and Problem Behaviors: A Longitudinal Perspective, University of 

Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. * 

2011 Kelly Shepherd, Ph.D. Prenatal drug exposure and early infant development. 

University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. *  

2012 Kristen Woodruff, PhD. Assessing Developmental Pathways of Young Children 

Investigated for Neglect. University of Maryland School of Social Work.  

2012 Monowara Parveen, Ph.D. Standardization of the Bayley Scales of Infant 

Development for Bangladesh, University of Dhaka, Dhaka, Bangladesh.  
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2012 Dawn Stephenson, Ph.D. A caregiver training intervention to enhance the 

development of children in child care facilities. University of the West Indies, 

Kingston, Jamaica. 

2014 Laura Scaletti, Ph.D. Differential Susceptibility in Prenatally Drug Exposed 

Youth:  Caregiving Behaviors as a Moderator of Socioemotional Reactivity Over 

Time. University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Psychology. *  

2014 Trach Tran, Ph.D. Effects of antenatal common mental disorders and 

micronutrient deficiencies among women on the development of their infants: A 

prospective study in Vietnam. University of Melbourne School of Population and 

Global Health, Melbourne, Australia.  

2014 Krystal Hodge, MPH, Ph.D. Toddler feeding behavior. Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 

School of Public Health. * 

2015 Nicole O’Reilly, Ph.D. Food Environment and Family Food Insecurity:  Store 

Type and Availability with the Likelihood of Family Food Insecurity in Baltimore 

City. University of Maryland School of Social Work. * 

2016 Nicholas Tilton, Ph.D. Micronutrient fortification and morbidity among infants 

and toddlers in rural India. Department of Epidemiology and Public Health. 

University of Maryland School of Medicine. * 

2017 Hyeshin Park, Ph.D. Assessing the Relationship between Adverse Childhood 

Experiences and Body Mass Index Trajectory of Children and Adolescents. 

University of Maryland School of Social Work. 

2017 Sarah Watts, Ph.D. Investigating Maternal Psychological Distress, Caregiving 

Practices and Child Development in Kenya. University of Sydney, Australia. 

2017 Wiedad Stemming. Early life risks and child development. University of the 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa  

2017 Lucine Francis. Examining Food Environments of Family Child Care Homes. 

Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing. 

2018 Lauren Bentley. Modifiable risk factors of sleep and obesity in low-income 

infants and toddlers. University of Maryland School of Nursing. * 

2019 Carmen Strigel. Improving Teachers’ Adoption of Inclusive Instructional 

Practices in Ethiopia. Johns Hopkins University. School of Education.  

2019 Doris Yimgang. Association between iron deficiency with or without anemia and 

infants’ cognitive, motor, and socio-emotional development: cross-sectional and 

longitudinal analyses Department of Epidemiology and Public Health. University 

of Maryland School of Medicine. * 

2020 Katelynn Leitheit (2020). Eviction and childhood health. Johns Hopkins 

Bloomberg School of Public Health, Department of Health, Behavior, and 

Society. 

2021 Zahra Rahmati (2021). Ecological approach to preschool obesity prevention. 

University of Maryland School of Nursing.*   

2022 Farah Behbehani (2022). Preschool nutrition: Willingness to try new foods. Johns 

Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Department of International Health. 

* 

*Primary/co-primary mentor  

 

Post Doctoral Fellows: 
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1997 - 1999 Ambika Krishnakumar, Ph.D.  

1999 - 2000 Angelo Ponirakas, Ph.D. 

1999 - 2001 Sharon Lambert, Ph.D. 

1999 - 2001 Tanya Morrel, Ph.D. 

2002 – 2003 Scot McNary, Ph.D. 

2006 - 2009 Margo Candelaria, Ph.D. 

2006 – 2008 John Ackerman, Ph.D. 

2006 - 2008 Kristen Hurley, Ph.D. 

2006 – 2007 Wendy Miller, Ph.D. 

2008 – 2009 Sarah Oberlander, Ph.D. 

2009 – 2011 Suzanne Linkroum, Ph.D. 

2009 – 2012 Dawn Witherspoon, Ph.D. 

2010 – 2012 Tracy Riggins, Ph.D. 

2010 – 2011 Reese Pepper, Ph.D. 

2010 – 2011 Sarah Berger, Ph.D. 

2010 – 2011 Anna Quigg, Ph.D. 

2013 – 2013 Simone Karam, MD 

2013 – 2015 Stacy Howes, Ph.D. 

2016 – 2019 Bridget Armstrong, Ph.D. 

2018 – 2021 Angela Trude, Ph.D. 

2020 – 2023 Alysse Kowalski, Ph.D.  

 

Mentees with NIH training awards: 

 

2004-2009 Laurel Kiser, Ph.D., MBA “New Treatments for Chronic Stress in Children” 

National Institute of Mental Health. K23 MH066850 

2004-2009 Arik Marcell, MD, MPH. Adolescent male reproductive health. National Institute 

of Child Health and Development. K23 HD047547 

2007-2009 Margo Candelaria, Ph.D., Diversity fellowship, R01 DA021059 

2010-2011 Kristen Hurley, Ph.D. Maternal Mental Health and Nutrition: Multigenerational 

Pathways. K12 HD 43489 

2009-2011 Dawn Witherspoon, Diversity fellowship, R01 HD054727 

2009-2014 Darcy Thompson, MD, MPH “Parenting regarding TV viewing and overweight in 

Latino preschool children” National Institute of Child Health and Human 

Development. K23 HD060666 

2013-2015 Erin Hager, Ph.D. The Built Environment and Health Promoting Behaviors 

among Low-Income, Urban, Adolescent Girls. K12 HD 43489 

2013-2015 Stacy Buckingham-Howes, Ph.D. Prenatal drug exposure: Mechanisms linking 

adolescent stress reactivity, memory performance, and risk behavior. F32 

DA036274.  

2014-2017 Lucine Francis, RN, MS Examining Food Environments of Family Child Care 

Homes. F31 NR15399.   

2014-2019 Danielle Beatty, Ph.D. Race, childhood social disadvantage, and the adult brain. 

K01 AG04358101.  
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2017-2019 Bridget Armstrong, Ph.D. Longitudinal and Micro-Level Dyadic Analysis of 

Toddler-Caregiver Feeding Interactions among Low-Income Dyads. F32 

HL138963. 

2017-2019 Hannah Lane, Ph.D. Student Wellness Champions for Change: engaging student 

leaders in enhancing wellness policy implementation. F32 DK115146. 

2018-2020 Doris Yimgang, MPH. Association between iron deficiency with or without 

anemia and child development among infants. F31 HD095615. 

2018-2020 Kate Leifheit, Ph.D. Eviction and childhood health, F31 HD096767 

2020-2022 Angela Trude, Ph.D. Waking Up to Sleep’s Role in Weight Gain and Blood 

Pressure among Low-Income Adolescent Girls, American Heart Association, 

20POST35210825 

2020-2023 Alysse Kowalski, Ph.D. Effectiveness of an Integrated Multiple Micronutrient 

Nutrition and Responsive Caregiving Intervention to Improve Child 

Development, Institute for Clinical and Translational Research, Clinical and 

Translational Science Award (CTSA), TL1 Grant number: 5TL1TR003100-03 

 

Grant Support 

 

Year  Role  Source 

  

06/03/2022    Consultant     National Institute for Diabetes, Digestive, and Kidney Disorders   

03/31/2026                           1R01DK133389 (PI: Le-Scherban) 

Food Insecurity, Neighborhood Environment, and Weight                                                                                    

Trajectories in Young Children: Implications for Food Assistance 

Policy 

 

04/01/2021   Consultant     National Institute for Child Health and Development 

03/31/2025                          R01 HD105356 (PI: Hager)  

                                             COVID-19 Policies: Impact Over Time on Child Health, Obesity,  

                                             and Disparities. Follow-up of R01 DK106424 and USDA AFRI  

                                            Childhood Obesity Prevention. 

  

9/30/2021      Consultant      National Institute on Drug Abuse    

6/30/2026                              U01 DA055316 (PI: Fox, Harden, Riggins)     

                                   To assemble a harmonized set of neuroimaging behavioral,  

                                    physiological, and psychological tools, and biospecimens to  

                                    understand neurodevelopmental trajectories in a sample of 7,500 

                                    mothers and infants across the United States 
  

05.06/2020 Consultant National Institute for Child Health and Development 

03/31/2025   5R01HD098255 (PI: Kohl, Iannotti) 

   Supporting child growth and development through integrated,  

responsive parenting, nutrition and hygiene 

                                     

06/13/2019 Co-  Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation:  

12/31/2025 Investigator 0-3 Child Development Indicators 
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    OPP1190909 (PI:Dua) 

 

10/1/2024 Co-  National Institute on Health, Lung, and Blood Disorders (NHLBI)  

9/31/2028 Investigator  R01 HL-178877 (PI: Checkley) 

Long-term Effects of a household Air Pollution intervention: 

(LEAP) Follow-up of a randomized controlled trial in Peru 

 

Completed Grants: 

 

Year  Role  Source 

 

01/01/1998- Principal Children’s Healthwatch 

12/31/2021 Investigator Anonymous donor  

  Maryland site Annual Direct: $183,000 

    Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $3,176,400. 

 

01/01/2017 Co-  National Institute for Child Health and Development 

12/31/2021 Investigator (NICHD) 1R01HD087407-01A1 

Preventing Early Childhood Obesity in American Indian 

Populations 

PI: Allison Barlow 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $2,320,000 

 

05/01/2016 Principal National Institute of Diabetes, Digestive & Kidney Disorders 

04/30/2021 Investigator  (NIDDK). R01 DK107761-01  

Building Blocks for Healthy Preschoolers: Child Care and Family 

Models. Randomized trial to prevent health disparities among 

preschoolers through wellness policies and habits in childcare and 

families.   

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $3,875,000 

 

03/01/2016 Co-  USDA AFRI Childhood Obesity Prevention Challenge Area:  

02/28/2022 Investigator Integrated Approaches to Preventing Childhood Obesity 

Approaches to Enhancing Wellness Policy Implementation in 

Schools to Promote Healthy Behaviors and Prevent Obesity 

PI: Erin Hager 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $4,300,000 

 

2016-2020 Co-  National Institute of Mental Health 

  Investigator (NIMH) 1R01MH110945-01 

A Community based Family Navigator Intervention to Improve 

Cardiometabolic health of Medicaid-insured youth identified 

through an antipsychotic medication preauthorization program. 

    PI: Gloria Reeves 

    Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $3,000,000. 
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2016-2017 Principal Wilson Foundation. 

  Investigator Meals for toddlers.  

   Evaluate use of community-developed video-recordings and  

coaching guidelines to help families of toddlers establish healthy 

mealtime habits 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $25,000. 

 

2015-2018 Co-  USAID Evaluating Integration of Early Childhood Development 

Investigator  Interventions into the m2m Program in Swaziland. Randomized 

trial of early child development in prevention of mother-to-mother 

transmission. 

 PI: Andrea Ruff 

 Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $7,357,000 

 

2014-2017 Co-Invest Maryland State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene  

 Maryland Wellness Policies and Practices Project.    Monitor the 

implementation of school-system level wellness policies among 

schools throughout Maryland   and conduct a state-wide survey of 

childcare wellness policies and practices. 

PI: Erin Hager 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $150,000 

 

2014-2017 Co-Invest National Institute of Child Health and Human Development  

    R03HD077156-01 

Safety Promotion Trial for Toddlers. The objectives of this 

secondary data analysis grant are to examine the impact of a safety 

promotion trial on behavioral and environmental changes among low-

income families of toddlers. 

PI: Yan Wang 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $153,000 

 

2013-2016 Co-Invest National Institute of Child Health and Human Development  

    R03HD073802-01 

The Home Environment and Toddler Diet/Physical Activity: an 

EMA Study. The objectives of this secondary data analysis grant are 

to examine environmental influences on toddler diet and physical 

activity using Ecological Momentary Assessment data collected from 

low-income mothers of toddlers. 

PI: Erin Hager 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $153,000 

 

2014- 2016 Principal  New York Academy of Sciences (PI: Black)    

 Investigator Responsive feeding and multiple micronutrient fortification 

strategies for children. Integrated intervention: Examine how 

micronutrient fortification strategies for children combined with 
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early learning opportunities impact children’s nutrition and 

development in Guatemala. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $275,000 

     

2014- 2016 Principal  Mathile Institute for the Advancement of Human Nutrition  

Investigator Randomized controlled trial of integrated micronutrient 

 intervention and early learning in rural Guatemala. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $845,700 

 

2012- 2016 Principal  General Mills Foundation 

Investigator Challenge for Communities  

  Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $50,000 

 

2013-2015 Multiple  USDA Team Nutrition Grant 

  Principal Maryland’s Building Blocks for Healthy Children.   In partnership 

Investigator  with MSDE and the Maryland Family Network the goal is to pilot-

test a multi-level health promotion intervention in childcare centers 

to improve the nutrition environment. 

 Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $424,560. 

 

2012- 2014 Principal  Center for Disease Control  

Investigator Institute for Healthiest Maryland.  

Community Transformation Grant.  

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $250,000.  

 

2010- 2016 Principal  Micronutrient Initiative 

Investigator Innovative strategies to promote early child development among 

low-income rural infants and preschoolers in India through 

multiple micronutrient fortification and early learning 

opportunities, in collaboration with the National Institute of 

Nutrition, Hyderabad, India.  

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $895,740. 

 

2008 - 2013 Principal National Institute of Health (R01 HD054727) 

Investigator Challenge in Schools: Adolescent Overweight Prevention. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $2,922,965  

   Diversity Fellowship (2009-2011 – Dawn Witherspoon, Ph.D) 

 

2009 – 2012 Principal National Institute of Health (R01 HD056099) 

 Investigator Toddler Feeding Styles 

   Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $2,000,457. 

    

2005 - 2012 Principal National Institute of Drug Abuse (R01 DA021059) 

Investigator Adolescent Brain and Behavioral Development 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $3,025,000  

   Diversity Fellowship (2007-2009 – Margo Candelaria, Ph.D) 
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2006 - 2011 Principal United States Department of Agriculture (2005-04808) 

Investigator Maternal and Toddler Overweight Prevention 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $1,225,000  

 

2006 - 2011 Co-Principal United States Department of HHS  

Investigator Office of Human Development Services, National Center on Child 

Abuse and Neglect, LONGSCAN: A Longitudinal Study of Child 

Abuse and Neglect. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $1,250,000  

PI – Howard Dubowitz, MD 

 

2007 – 2008 Principal Annie E. Casey Foundation 

Investigator Policy brief: Food Security with Baltimore City Health Department 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $54,000   

 

2007 – 2008 Principal  UMD/JHU Collaborative Grant Cancer Centers 

  Investigator Greenebaum Cancer Center 

From Infancy to Adulthood: A Lifespan Approach to Reducing 

Cancer-Related Dietary Risk in Low Income Families 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $50,000 

 

2006 – 2007 Principal Maryland Cigarette Restitution Fund grant to the Johns  

Investigator Hopkins and University of Maryland Medical Institutions 

From Infancy to Adulthood: A Lifespan Approach to Reducing 

Cancer-Related Dietary Risk in Low Income Families 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $100,000 (shared - $50,000 UMB, 

$50,000 JHU)  

 

2005 - 2006 Principal Wilson Foundation  

Investigator Challenge Project: Dissemination   

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $25,000  

 

2005 - 2006 Principal Maternal and Child Health  

Investigator Challenge Project: Dissemination   

Grant No. R40MC 04297-0100 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $200,000 

 

2004-2008 Co-  U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Investigator TWEEN: Preventing Obesity through Wise Expenditures of 

Resources. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $750,000  

Grant No. CSREES 2003-05391   

PI – Jean Anliker, Ph.D. 

 

2004-2007 Principal Anonymous Donor  
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Investigator Children’s Sentinel Nutrition Assessment Program  

Total Direct and Indirect Costs:  $225,000. 

 

2002-2007  Consultant National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 

    Infant feeding  

    Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $1,355,700  

PI – Margaret Bentley, Ph.D. 

 

2003-2004 Principal General Mills Champion Youth and Fitness  

Investigator Challenge for Youth. Evaluate obesity treatment program for teens.  

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $10,000. 

 

2003-2004 Principal Annie E. Casey Foundation  

Investigator Challenge for Teens! A health promotion/obesity prevention 

program.  

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $20,000. 

 

2002-2003 Principal Thomas Wilson Foundation  

Investigator Obesity prevention among urban adolescents.   

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $35,000. 

 

2003-2006 Principal U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  

Investigator Office of Population Affairs   

Resilience Among Adolescent Mothers and School-Age Children.  

Total Direct and Indirect Costs:  $749,452.  

Grant No. 1 APRPA006000. 

 

2002-2007 Consultant Office of Adolescent Programs 

    REACH – Promote life skills among urban adolescents 

    Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $1,200,000  

PI – Vivienne Rose, MD 

 

2001-2006 Co-  National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 

Investigator Adult attachment and intervention efficacy with preterms  

  Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $2,199,277 

PI – Doug Teti, Ph.D. 

 

2001-2005 Principal U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  

Investigator Maternal and Child Health Research Grant.   

Prevention of obesity among early adolescents.  

Grant No. 1R40MC000241. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $1,359,314.  

 

2001-2006 Co-Principal U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
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Investigator Office of Human Development Services, National Center on Child 

Abuse and Neglect, LONGSCAN: A Longitudinal Study of Child 

Abuse and Neglect. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $1,250,000  

PI – Howard Dubowitz, MD 

 

1998-2002 Principal Kellogg Foundation 

Investigator Children’s Sentinel Nutrition Assessment Program. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $330,000  

 

1999-2003 Principal National Institute of Health 

Investigator Adolescent Fathers: Patterns of Involvement 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $445,750 

Grant No. R01PG00719 

 

1999-2004 Principal National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 

Investigator Zinc and Iron Supplementation: Impact on Development 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $1,799,703 

Grant No. R01HD37430 

 

1998-1999 Principal Thomas Wilson Foundation 

Investigator Growth and Nutrition Clinic. 

1 year, $19,578 

 

1998-2000 Principal The Gerber Foundation 

Investigator Micronutrient Supplementation and Child Development. 

2 years, $112,700 

 

1999-2000 Principal Thomas Wilson Foundation 

Investigator Children’s Sentinel Nutrition Assessment Program 

1 year, $19,980 

 

1996-2002 Principal U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  

Investigator Maternal and Child Health Research Grant.   

Three-generation intervention among adolescent mothers.  

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $1,084,666.  

Grant No.MCJ-240301. 

 

1996-1997 Principal Johns Hopkins University 

Investigator Center on Adolescent Health Promotion 

and Disease Prevention. 

Breaking the cycle of adolescent pregnancy 

12 months, $10,000 

 

1997-1998 Principal Share Our Strength, Home Visiting-Growth and Nutrition 

Investigator  12 months, $25,000 
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1996-1998 Principal Share Our Strength 

Investigator Training AFDC Women to be Resource Mothers. 

12 months, $30,000 

 

1995-1996 Principal Share Our Strength 

Investigator  Home Visiting-Growth and Nutrition 

12 months, $25,000 

 

1995-1999 Principal Gerber Products Foundation 

Investigator  Zinc supplementation and child development 

3 years, $174,000  

 

1995-1998 Principal American Medical Association 

Investigator Computerized Health Assessment for Adolescents Using 

Multimedia Processing Systems (CHAMPS) 

36 months, $210,000 

 

1995-1998 Co-Principal Gerber Products Foundation 

Investigator Infant feeding and resource allocation among low income, urban 

African-American families: A three generation study.  

2 years, $253,300 

 

1995-1999 Co-Principal National Institute of Mental Health 

Investigator  Longitudinal Evaluation AIDS Prevention 

4 years. Direct costs awarded: $1,195,969. 

Grant No. R01MH54983-03  

 

1995-2000 Co-Principal U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Investigator Office of Human Development Services, National Center on Child 

Abuse and Neglect, LONGSCAN: A Longitudinal Study of Child 

Abuse and Neglect. 

5 years, $1,250,000  

 

1993-1994 Principal  Kraft General Foods 

Investigator  School Nutrition Project 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $49,000 

 

1994-1995 Principal  Share Our Strength 

Investigator  Nutrition and Family Advocacy 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $25,000 

 

1993-1994 Principal  Center For Minority Health Research 

Investigator  Teen Video To Promote Feeding and Communication 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $25,000 
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1992-1998 Principal U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Investigator  Maternal and Child Health Research Grant 

Growth and Development Longitudinal Follow-Up: Home 

Invention for Infants With Failure-to-Thrive 

5 years, $785,400. Grant No. MCJ-240621    

 

1991-1996 Co-Invest. National Institute on Drug Abuse. 

Enrichment program for drug abusing women and their infants 

5 years, $2,875,706, Grant No. RO1DA07432 

 

1991-1995 Co-Principal  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Investigator  Office of Human Development Services 

A Longitudinal Study of Child Neglect. 

48 months, $635,402, Grant No. 90CA1481 

 

1991-1992 Principal  The Psychological Corporation 

Investigator  Restandardization of the Bayley Scales of Infant Development. 

12 months, $7,500 

 

1990-1993 Co-Principal  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Investigator  Office of Human Development Services 

Understanding Child Neglect: The Key To Prevention. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $450,000  

 

1990-1992 Co-Principal  National Institutes of Health.  

Investigator  Decision making among youths regarding AIDS risk behaviors. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $290,361 

Grant No. 1R01HD27114 

 

1990-1995 Co-Principal National Institutes of Mental Health 

Investigator AIDS Risk Prevention in Youths. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $1,098,012  

Grant No. 1U01MH48068 

 

1988-1993 Principal  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Investigator Maternal and Child Health Research Grant 

Home intervention for infants with failure to thrive. 

5 years, $708,265.  

Grant No. MCJ-240568 

 

1988-1991 Co-Principal U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Investigator  Office of Human Development Services. A program for special 

parent - infant care and enrichment (SPICE) 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $338,000  

Grant No.90-CA1318 
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1989-1990 Co-Principal  Designated Research Initiative Fund, 

Investigator  University of Maryland at Baltimore 

Sexual abuse, evaluation, and follow-up. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $12,000 

 

1989-1991 Principal  Wilson Foundation 

Investigator  Prenatal drug exposure: Developmental Outcome 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $15,246 

 

1989-1990 Principal  Designated Research Initiative Fund, 

Investigator  University of Maryland at Baltimore 

Neurobehavioral and Temperamental 

Changes Over the First Month of Life. 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $17,737 

 

1986-1987 Principal  Pangborn Fund, University of Maryland 

Investigator Early onset of recurrent otitis media: Developmental outcome 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $5,000 

 

1983-1985      Co-Principal U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Investigator Office of Human Development Services 

Community adjustment among adults with mental retardation: An 

integrated model 

Total Direct and Indirect Costs: $100,000 
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Bangladesh. Innovative Approaches to Global Nutrition Research. American Society of 

Nutrition, Boston, Saturday, July 22, 2023, 10:00 – 11:30 AM ET 
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247. Black MM. Thriving among young children globally. International Center for maternal 

and Newborn Heath. Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, September 18, 

2023, 12:00 – 1:30 PM, Baltimore.  
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