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Education
1982 – 1986
B.S., Engineering, Calcutta University, India
1993 – 1997
Ph.D., Engineering (with Statistics emphasis), West Virginia University

1996 – 1997
M.S., Statistics, West Virginia University

Employment History
1997

Post-doctoral Fellow, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL

1997 – 2000 
Assistant Professor, School of Engineering, University of Ballarat, Australia
2000 – 2003
Assistant Professor, School of Engineering, University of Idaho, Moscow, ID 
2003 – 2008
Biostatistician, Baltimore Research and Educational Foundation (contracted at Cooperative Studies Program Coordinating Center, Clinical Sciences Research & Development (CSR&D), U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Perry Point, MD
2004 – 2008
Adjunct Faculty, Department of Mathematics, Cecil College, North East, MD
2008 – 2009
Mathematical Statistician, Cooperative Studies Program Coordinating Center, VA Office of Research & Development (ORD), U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Perry Point, MD
2008 – 2010
Adjunct Faculty, Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Division, Harford Community College, Bel Air, MD 

2009 – 2016
Deputy Director, Cooperative Studies Program Coordinating Center, VA Office of Research & Development (ORD), U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Perry Point, MD
2011 – pres.   
Assistant Professor, Department of Epidemiology and Public Health, School of Medicine, University of Maryland
Honors & Award
1992                 Best Paper Award, Indian Institute of Engineers 
2006 – 2018
Special contribution Award for Outstanding performance - VA Cooperative Studies Program 

Professional Services
Services to VA Committees

2013 – 2017
Lead, VA CSP Public Data Access Workgroup 
2014 –pres.
Representing VA Cooperative Studies Program (VACSP) in a VA ORD/OIT Regionalized Storage of ORD Data (RSORDD) work group 
2014 –pres.
Representing VA Office of Research & Development (ORD) in Security of VA Research Data workgroup 

2016 –pres.
Member of Board of Directors, Baltimore Research and Educational Foundation, a non-profit organization at the VA Maryland Healthcare System

2018 – pres.
Member of VA Office of Research & Development (ORD) “Research IT Needs” workgroup
2018 – pres.   Research Workgroup Member, Electronic Health Records Migration Project, VA   Office of Research & Development (ORD) 

Service to Professional Society

2013 –
pres.
Member of Education Committee, Society for Clinical Trials 
2017 –
pres.
Member of Program Committee, Society for Clinical Trials 
Member of Editorial Board

2012 –pres.
Journal of Epidemiology and Drug Research
Statistical Reviewer in Research Grant Review Panels

2008

VA Merit Review – Neurobiology subcommittee  

2009 –
pres.
National Center of PTSD review panel, VA Office of Mental Health Services  

2011

Peer Review of NIAMS Clinical Studies Support Contract Proposal
2011

ZAR1 CNR M1 Special Emphasis Panel (NIH)  
2013 –
pres.
VA Clinical Trial Review Panel on Neuropsychiatric Disorders (VA CLIN) 

2015 –
pres.
Government Steering Committee, VA/DOD Consortium to Alleviate PTSD (CAP) 

Statistical Member of VA Data Monitoring Committees

2008 – 2018
CSR&D Data Monitoring Committee for Mental Health Protocols evaluation of the Merit Review submissions
2008 – 2010
CSR&D Data Monitoring Committee for Medical and Surgical Protocols evaluation of the Merit Review submissions 

2010 – 2013
CSR&D Data Monitoring Committee for Phase I Protocols evaluation of the Merit Review submissions 

2011
Data Safety Monitoring Board, R01 "Implementing Chronic Care Management for Bipolar Disorder" (R01MH079994); PI: Amy Kilbourne 
Statistical Reviewer of Journal Publications

2006 -pres.
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health

2006 -pres. 
Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development

2008 -pres. 
Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry and Neurology

Subdomain/Workgroups/Committees
2007 – 2008
Team Lead, “Data Capturing Systems” subgroup of the “Information Technology Standardization Workgroup” for the VA Cooperative Studies Program 

2008
Coordinating Center Representative, “Data Management and Informatics Functional Domain” for the VA Cooperative Services Program 

2008 – 2015
Lead, Data Management Sub-domain, VA Cooperative Studies Program

2010 – 2015 
Chair, EDC Advisory Committee, VA CSP 

2012

Member, CSP NODES site visit team 

2013 – 2015
Coordinating Center Representative, “Cross-functional Quality Improvement Committee” for the VA Cooperative Services Program 

2013
Process Action Committee member for the VA CSP Clinical Web Site on the Austin DMZ
Miscellaneous 
2002
Session Chair for ‘AP-Evaluation & Mining System Optimization Through Artificial Intelligence & Neural Network’ at APCOM (Application of Computers in Mineral Industry), February 2002, Phoenix, AZ.
2009– 2013
Member of Cross-functional ISO-9001 Team (CFIT), VA CSP

2010

Statistical Faculty of VA CSP Clinical Trials Course  

2016 
Session Chair for “Electronic Data Capture and Data Visualization” at 37th Society for Clinical Trials Annual Meeting, May 2016, Montreal, Canada.

2017
Session Chair for “Recent Advances in Methods for Handling Missing Data in Clinical Trials” at 38th Society for Clinical Trials Annual Meeting, May 2017, Liverpool, UK

2017 – 2018
Member of Recruitment Repackaging Committee, Clinical Trial Transformation Initiative (CTTI), 

2018 
Session Chair “Issues in Ethics, Regulatory, and Reporting”, 39th Society for Clinical Trials Annual Meeting, May 2018, Portland OR

2018 –pres.
Core member of Quality by Design workgroup, Clinical Trial Transformation Initiative (CTTI)

Major Clinical Trials

2003-2007
VA/NIDA# 1021 trial on “Double-blind, Placebo-Controlled Multi-center trial of Baclofen for the treatment of cocaine dependence”

Role: Lead Trial Manager and Study Biostatistician 

Project Status: Completed/Main manuscript published

Funding Agency: NIH/National Institute on Drug Abuse

2004-2008
CSP# 430 trial on “Reducing the Efficacy-Effectiveness Gap in Bipolar Disorder”

Role: Study Biostatistician 

Project Status: Completed and published ()

Funding Agency: VA/ORD/CSP

2004-2006      UMD/CSP “Maryland Genetics of Interstitial Cystitis Study (MaGIC)”

Role: Group Leader – Data Management/Analysis 

Project Status: Completed ()

Funding Agency: UMD/NIH

2004-2008
***VA/NIDA/USWM# 1024 “Phase III, Randomized, Multi-center, Double-blind, Placebo-controlled, Comparison Study of Safety and Efficacy of Lofexidine and Placebo”

Role: Lead Trial Manager and Study Biostatistician 

Project Status: Completed () and main manuscript published (2017)

Funding Agency: NIH/National Institute on Drug Abuse

2005
VA/CSP# 561 “An Electronic Reminder to prevent and treat Glucocorticoid Osteoporosis”

Role: Lead Trial Manager and Study Biostatistician 

Project Status: Study Disapproved by CSSMRB, 

Funding Agency: VA/ORD/CSP

2006                 JHU/UMD/CSP “Tinnitus Retraining Therapy Trial”

Role: Study Co-Biostatistician 

Project Status: Disapproved by NIDCD ()

Funding Agency: UMD/NIH

2006-2011
VA/NIDA# 1026 “Phase II, Double-blind, Placebo-controlled Trial of Modafinil for the Treatment of Methamphetamine Dependence”

Role: Lead Trial Manager and Study Biostatistician

Project Status: Completed/Main Manuscript published

Funding Agency: NIH/National Institute on Drug Abuse

2007 – 2013   UMD/CSP “Etiology of Diarrheal Disease in Infants and Young Children in                                                  Developing Countries”                                                     
Role: Biostatistician and Data Coordinating Center Team Leader

Project Status: Phase-I: Health Utilization Survey – Completed and published (2007-2008); Phase-II: Full case-control study  - Completed and published (2007-2012); Phase III: Expanded case-control study – Completed (2012 – 2013) - completed
Funding Agency: UMD/Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

2010-2011     JHU/CSP “Pneumonia Etiology Research for Child Health”  

Role: Lead Trial Manager /Biostatistician

Project Status: Participation Discontinued

Funding Agency: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

2017                 VA/CSP# 556 “The Effectiveness of rTMS in Depressed VA Patients”

Role: Coordinating Center PI

Project Status: Active enrollment completed (2012-2016); Final analysis (2017)

Funding Agency: VA/ORD/CSP

FY 17 support - $1,684,979

2017-2018
VA/CSP# 573 “A Randomized Trial of Medical and Surgical Treatments for  Patients with GERD Symptoms that are Refractory to Proton Pump Inhibitors”

Role: Coordinating Center PI

Project Status: Active enrollment completed (2012-2016); Final analysis ()

Funding Agency: VA/ORD/CSP

FY 17 support - $844,364

2013 – 2020   VA/CSP# 588 “Randomized Endo-vein Graft Prospective – REGROUP”

Role: Coordinating Center PI
Project Status: Participant Accrual phase completed; Follow-up phase ()
Funding Agency: VA/ORD/CSP

FY 17 support - $2,475,536
2013- 2015     VA/NIDA#1031 “Safety and Efficacy of Nepicastat in the Treatment of Cocaine Dependence”
Role: Coordinating Center PI
Project Status: Completed 
Funding Agency: NIH/National Institute on Drug Abuse
2011-2013     VA/NIDA# 1030 “A Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled Study of the Safety and                                 Efficacy of Vigabatrin for the Treatment of Cocaine Dependence”

Role: Lead Trial Manager/Study Biostatistician

Project Status: Completed 
Funding Agency: NIH/National Institute on Drug Abuse

2008-2009      VA/CSP# 576 trial on “Cost Effectiveness of Augmentation of Antidepressants with Second Generation Antipsychotics in the Treatment of Refractory Depression”

Role: Planning Committee member/Biostatistician

Project Status: Participation Discontinued 
Funding Agency: VA/ORD/CSP
2013 – 2021   VA/CSP/RR&D “Service Dogs for Veterans with PTSD” 

Role: Coordinating Center PI

Project Status: Recruitment

Funding Agency: VA/ORD  

FY 17 support - $1,927,198

2015 – 2017   VA/NIDA# 1032 “Smoking Cessation Study Using AZD 8529”

Role: Coordinating Center PI

Project Status: Completed 

Funding Agency: NIH/National Institute on Drug Abuse

FY 17 support - $1,230,779

2016 – 2021   VA/CSP# 2003 “Exoskeletal-Assisted Walking in Persons with SCI: Impact on Quality of Life”

Role: Coordinating Center PI 

Project Status: Active recruitment 

Funding Agency: VA/ORD/CSP

FY 17 support - $5,818,773

2017 – 2022   VA/CSP# 599 “Transfusion Triggers After Operations in High Cardiac Risk Patients (TOP)”

Role: Coordinating Center PI 

Project Status: Start-up phase 

Funding Agency: VA/ORD/CSP

2017 – 2019   VA/NIDA# 1033 “Lorcaserin in the Treatment of Cocaine Disorder”

Role: Coordinating Center PI

Project Status: Recruitment 

Funding Agency: NIH/National Institute on Drug Abuse  

FY 17 support - $1,252,973
2018 – 2019   VA/CSP “Opioid Tapering: A Novel Strategy”

Role: Coordinating Center PI

Project Status: Planning of a demonstration project 

Funding Agency: VA/ORD/CSP
2018 – pres.    VA/CSP#2015 “Multicenter, Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled      Comparator Effectiveness Study of Antipsychotics Pimavanserin and Quetiapine for Parkinson’s Disease Psychosis 

(CESAPP Study)”

Role: Coordinating Center PI

Project Status: Planning (2019)

Funding Agency: VA/ORD/CSP
2019 - 
VA/CSP#2019 "Topical Chemoprevention of Keratinocyte Carcinoma (ToCKC) Trial”

Role: Coordinating Center PI

Project Status: Planning (2019)
Note: *** This drug LUCEMYRA (Lofexidine 0.18 mg tablets) has been approved (May 2018) by the US FDA for the mitigation of opioid withdrawal symptoms to facilitate abrupt opioid discontinuation in adults 
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4. Bandopadhyay, S., Biswas K, and Nelson, N. G., Development of a 2D Axisymmetric Finite Element Model and Evaluation of Support Systems in Arctic Mines, Transaction of SME/AIME, vol. 296, 1995 
5. Biswas, K., Peng, S. S. and Tsang, P., Current Practice of Pillar Design in US Coal Mines, Mining Engineering Journal, Dec. 1996
6. Biswas, K, and Peng, S. S., Study of Weathering Actions in Coal Pillar and Its Effects on Long Term Stability, Mining Engineering Journal, Jan. 1999 
7. Skabar, A, Biswas, K., Maeder, A, and Pham, B., Inductive Concept Learning based on Limited Class Information Using Evolutionary Search, IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) Brisbane, Australia 1999
8. Skabar, A, Biswas, K., Maeder, A, and Pham, B Contextual Classification of Multisource Geoscientific Data using a Fuzzy/Genetic Learner, AIDA (Advanced Intelligent Data Analysis), Rochester, NY 1999 
9. Jung, S.J., and Biswas, K., Current Status of High Density Paste Fill and its Technology, Mineral Resources Engineering, June 2002
10. Jung, S.J., Wyatt, J., and Biswas, K., Analysis of Shear Fracture Toughness for Brittle Materials, Rock Engineering and Rock Mechanics, 2001 
11. Jung, S.J., and Biswas, K., Safety Education Based on Needs of Western Operators: Focus of UI Web Based Outreach Program, Mining Engineering Journal, December 2001
12. Bauer, M.S., et al, and Biswas, K., Collaborative Chronic Care for Bipolar Disorder, II: Clinical and Functional Outcome in a 3-Year, 11-Site Randomized Controlled Trial, Psychiatry Services 2006, 57, p.937-945 
13. Bauer, M.S., et al, and Biswas, K., Collaborative Chronic Care for Bipolar Disorder, I: Intervention Development and Implementation in a Randomized Controlled Efficacy Trial, Psychiatry Services 2006, 57; p.926-936
14. Altshuler, L. Biswas, K., and et al, Executive Function and Work Outcomes in Bipolar Disorder, Psychiatry Services, 58: 1441-1447 November 2007
15. Kilbourne AM, Biswas K, Sajatovic M, Pirraglia PA, Williford WO, Bauer MS. Is the Chronic Care Model Effective for Complex Patients: Analyzing Moderators of Treatment Effect in Bipolar Disorder, Journal of Mental Health Policy and Economics; 10(1):S22, 2007.
16. Sajatovic, M., Biswas, K., Kilbourne, A. M., Fenn, H., Williford, W., and Bauer, M, Factors associated with long-term treatment adherence among individuals with bipolar disorder, Psychiatry Services, 2008 Jul;59(7):753-759
17. Pirraglia, P., Biswas, K., Kilbourne, A. M., Fenn, H., and Bauer, M., A prospective study of the impact of comorbid medical disease on bipolar disorder outcomes, Journal of Affective Disorders, vol. 115 issue 3 June, 2009. p. 355-359 [EPub ahead of print 2008 Oct 17]

18. Kilbourne, A. M., Biswas, K., Sajatovic, M., Pirraglia, P.A., Williford, W., and Bauer, M.S., Is The Chronic Care Model Effective for Complex Patients? Analyzing Moderators of Treatment Effect, Journal of Affective Disorders, vol. 112 issue 1-3 January, 2009. p. 256-261 [EPub ahead of print 2008 May 24]
19. Khan, R., Biswas, K., et al. A Multi-center Baclofen Trial for Abstinence Initiation in Heavy Cocaine Users, Drug and Alcohol Dependence, vol. 103 issue 1-2 July 1, 2009. p. 59-64
20. Bauer, M, Biswas, K., and Kilbourne, A, Enhancing Long-Term Guideline Concordance for Bipolar Disorder through Collaborative Care, American Journal of Psychiatry, 2009;166:p.1244-1250 [published online October 1, 2009; doi:10.1176/appi.ajp.2009.09030342]
21. Anderson, A.L., Li, S.H, Biswas, K., et al., Modafinil for Methamphetamine Dependence, Drug and Alcohol Dependence, Volume 120, Issue 1-3, January 2012  p135-141 [for on-line publication - http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2011.07.007 ]
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25. Blackwelder, W, Biswas, K, Wu, Y, Kotloff, K.L., Farag, T, Nasrin D., Graubard, B. I., Sommerfelt, H., and Levine, M.M., Statistical Methods in the Global Enteric Multicenter Study, Clinical Infectious Disease as GEMS Supplement [e-publish Nov 21st 2012], Vol. 55, Supplement 4, December 2012
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**10 most-cited CDC articles published in 2013
Submitted or In-Revision Peer-reviewed journal articles
1. Panos Kougias MD, Zhibao Mi, PhD, Sherene Sharath MPH, Neal R Barshes MD MPH, and Kousick Biswas, PhD, “Impact of Postoperative Nadir Hemoglobin and Cardiac Risk Status on Outcomes after Major General and Vascular Surgery Operative Interventions” under review JAMA Surgery, 2017.

2. Jacquelyn Quin, MD MPH, Jennifer Gabany, MSN, Eileen M. Stock PhD, Kousick Biswas PhD, Miguel Haime MD, Marco Zenati MD and the REGROUP Study Team, “Coronary Artery Bypass Grafting: the Influence of Transit Time Flow Probes on Graft Revision in the Randomized Endo-vein Graft Prospective Trial” resubmission, JAMA Surgery, May 2018
3. Stuart Jon Spechler, John G. Hunter, Karen M. Jones, Robert Lee, Brian R. Smith, Hiroshi Mashimo, Vivian M. Sanchez, Kerry B. Dunbar, Thai H. Pham, Uma K. Murthy, Taewan Kim, Christian S. Jackson, Jason Morgan Wallen, Erik C. von Rosenvinge, Jonathan Pearl, Loren Laine, Anthony W. Kim, Andrew M. Kaz, Roger P. Tatum, Ziad F. Gellad, Sandhya Lagoo Deenadayalan, Joel H. Rubenstein, Amir A. Ghaferi, Wai-Kit Lo, Ronald Sylvester Fernando, Bobby Shek Chan, Shirley C. Paski, Dawn Provenzale, Donald O. Castell, David Lieberman, Rhonda F. Souza, William D. Chey, Stuart R. Warren, Anne Davis-Karim, Shelby D. Melton, Robert M. Genta, Tracey Serpi, Kousick Biswas, Grant D. Huang and the VA CSP 573 Cooperative Study Group, “Randomized Trial of Medical and Surgical Treatments for Patients with Heartburn that Is Refractory to Proton Pump Inhibitors: A VA Cooperative Study”, resubmitted to New England Journal of Medicine, June 2019.

Presentations/Abstracts
1. Biswas, K., Mark, C and Peng, S. S., Development of a Time Dependent Pillar Design Equation, Proceedings of 2nd. Int. Workshop for Coal Pillar Mechanics and Design, Vale, CO 1999 
2. Biswas, K., Mark, C and Peng, S. S., An Unique Approach of Time Dependent In-situ Strength Determination for Coal Pillar SME Annual Meeting, Feb-Mar1999, Denver, CO 
3. Skabar, A, Biswas, K., Maeder, A, and Pham, B., Learning a Concept in the Absence of Labeled Counter-Examples, ICAPRDT'99, 4th Int. Conf. On Advances in Pattern Recognition & Digital Techniques, Calcutta, India, Dec 1999 
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