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Cape Town Declaration on Human 

Rights and a Tobacco-free World

A.1. We agree that the 
manufacture, marketing 
and sale of tobacco are 
incompatible with the 
human right to health.



Global Forum for Human Rights and a 

Tobacco-Free World



• Health equity is paramount

• Governments have a duty, as well as a right, to 
stop the tobacco industry.

• The tobacco industry is the perpetrator of the 
epidemic. Endgame is about supply, not 
demand.

• People who use tobacco are our clients, not 
our opponents.

• Cessation support is vital.

What a HRBA tells us



Phase out the sale of 
commercial tobacco 

products

Project Sunset



Project Sunset - Two Imperatives

• Target retail sales, not 

purchase, possession 

or use

• Access to cessation



What is Endgame?

• There is no one “correct” definition, 
but it is not just “checkmate”

• Endgame operationalizes our 
collective vision to end the death 
and disease caused by tobacco.

• Endgame is not simply pressing 
harder on accepted demand-side 
interventions, although those 
policies are still vital.

• Endgame has a deadline/due date. 
It will vary, but it is not “someday.”

• Endgame addresses tobacco as a 
systems issue, rather than a 
behavioral issue.

• Endgame shifts the focus of policy 
from demand to supply, and from 
the victim to the perpetrator.



Definitions

Project Sunset

“Phase out the sale 
of commercial 
tobacco products”

UCSF/California

“Initiatives designed 
to permanently 
change/eliminate the 
structural, political 
and social dynamics 
that sustain the 
tobacco epidemic, in 
order to end it within 
a specific time”

Truth Initiative

“A set of policies and 
strategies to move 
toward the end of 
commercial tobacco 
and nicotine use, 
with the exception of 
Food and Drug 
Administration-
approved 
medications.”

Nofumadores

“Make tobacco 
consumption 
disappear from 
Spanish society.”



California surrenders control
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Opportunities and Challenges

• When asked, the public 
is way ahead of us

• Several “proof of 
concept” examples

• Endgame is normalized 
in tobacco policy 
conversations

• Most are unaware of 
the possibility

• Very little national 
media

• Still several national 
organizations not at the 
table

But

But

But



Tobacco Product Waste



Endgame Resources

https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/fact-sheets/

https://ash.org/sunset

https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/fact-sheets/
https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/fact-sheets/
https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/fact-sheets/
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