
PATCH Program
Pregnancy And Tobacco Cessation Help

Calvert County Health Department



PATCH Beginnings

• In 2014, Dr Sharfstein, Health Secretary at the time, was very concerned 
about smoking during pregnancy and their lack of participation in local health 
department smoking cessation programs and quitline services. 

• He directed MDH to find out what the problem was and do something 
differently.

• Dr Shell contacted more than a dozen local health department with high 
smoking during pregnancy rates to convene providers and community 
partners that worked with pregnant women and women of childbearing age. 

• Over a 9-month period, they met with each local health department and their 
cohort of partners for input.

• The PATCH program was developed to:  Incentivize partnerships, provide 
training, and promote system changes



Statewide PATCH efforts



Data

• Across Maryland, 24% of infant cases reviewed for SIUDs, the 
infants were exposed to secondhand smoke

• 26.6% of women smoked during pregnancy (2012, Medicaid data)

• Calvert County is one of 4 counties to continue the PATCH 
program based on smoking data



Calvert Snapshot

• Partners:
Calvert County Family Day Care Association
Calvert County Public Schools Healthy Families program
3 Pediatric offices
CalvertHealth OB/GYN Center
Internally-Reproductive Health clinic and the Healthy Beginnings programs

• Educated/Referrals:
3254 Women of childbearing age
510 Pregnant women
116 referrals to Quitline and local program

• Training/Pledges
Healthy Lungs, Healthy Life
30 pledges to establish rules for smoke free homes

• Campaign Messaging
“No Puffin’ Around Me”, “You Otter Be Smoke Free”



Theatre Commercial



Accomplishments
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