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Clerkship Year Schedules
•11 months of curriculum

◦ Medicine Clerkship (2 months)

◦ Surgery Clerkship (2 months)

◦ Pediatrics & Neurology Clerkship (2 months)

◦ OB/Gyn & Neurology Clerkship (2 months)

◦ Psychiatry Clerkship (1 month)

◦ Family Medicine Clerkship (1 month)

◦ Emergency Medicine Clerkship (1 month)

•Depending on your start date (in May- Block 11 or June- Block 12) …

•Depending if you are completing your EM clerkship…

•You could have 1 open month…which is where electives (and sometimes sub-internships) come in! 



What are Electives?

•4-week clinical rotations allowing students to add personalization as well as 
breadth and depth to their curriculum - Many different elective choices! 

•SIX Electives are required for graduation
◦ Up to (and no more than) TWO Pre-Clerkship Electives may count 

◦ At least TWO electives must be “on campus” (i.e. in catalog) 
◦ Pre-clerkship electives are “on campus” 

◦ No more than THREE extramural electives (i.e. clinical rotations not in our course catalog) may be 
counted toward the total elective count



What are Sub-Internships (Sub-Is)?
•4-week clinical rotations with direct patient care at an intern level demonstrating independent 
thinking and clinical decision making 

•TWO Sub-Internships are required 
• Must be completed “on campus” – i.e., in our catalog 

• High level of responsibility, absences should be minimized 



Graduation Requirements
CORE CLINICAL PHASE REQUIREMENTS:

Pass all third-year clerkships (8), including shelf examinations

Pass TWO sub-internships*

Pass SIX electives*
◦ No more than TWO Pre-clerkship elective equivalents may be counted 

toward the total elective count

◦ No more than THREE extramural electives (i.e. clinical rotations not in 
our course catalog) may be counted toward the total elective count

Pass ONE PoM4: Transition to Residency (4 weeks) or equivalent

Complete an FRCT Scholarly Project

Pass OSCE

Take USMLE Step 2, Clinical Knowledge examination

Complete an Exit Interview with Financial Aid

*Additional Requirements: Note: these are NOT in addition to the 
above but can fulfill an elective or sub-internship requirement in the 
core clinical phase requirements.

Ambulatory Requirement^: one (4-week) of the six above required 
electives or one (4-week) of the two above required sub-internships 
must be an Ambulatory rotation (as designated via the "Ambulatory" 
tab in the course catalog); in addition to the expectations of the 
elective, students will have designated curricular material to satisfy 
the ambulatory requirement; this requirement cannot be fulfilled 
with a pre-clerkship elective.

Holistic Care of the Patient Requirement^: one (4-week) of the six 
above required electives or one (4-week) sub-internships must satisfy 
the Holistic Care of the Patient requirement (as designated via the 
“Holistic Care” tag in the course catalog). This requirement cannot be 
fulfilled with a pre-clerkship elective.

^The same rotation cannot fulfill both the Ambulatory and Holistic 
Care of the Patient Requirement.

★ At least one clinical rotation (as designated via the "Clinical" tab in 
the course catalog) must be completed in the same semester as 
graduation.



Why do we do an elective in MS3 year?

•Consider personal and professional interests and goals 

•You may consider courses that will 
◦ Help you explore or confirm a specialty of interest 

◦ Fulfill a personal interest 

◦ Be useful in preparation for internship 

◦ Be useful in preparation for specialty-based courses (e.g. pre-reqs) 

◦ Achieve other professional goals, e.g., Research 



How to choose?

•Timing in your schedule

•Pre-requisites required for certain rotations

•Career Exploration

•Departmental Networking

•Exposure to a field that you may not spend much time in during clerkship year

•Pros and cons of doing a rotation in your interested specialty early in MS3 year 



Clinical Scheduling Page- OSA Handbook
Clinical Scheduling

https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/osa/advising/clinical-scheduling/


Guidance for Choosing Electives

Guidance-for-Choosing-Electives.pptx

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.medschool.umaryland.edu%2Fmedia%2Fsom%2Foffices-of-the-dean%2Fstudent-affairs%2Fdocuments%2FGuidance-for-Choosing-Electives.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


Limitations on MS3 Elective Months

◦ The following rotations cannot be taken during the Clerkship Phase:

◦ Out-of-State

◦ International

◦ Extramural (away) rotations 



Things to consider

•If your open block is in the last quarter of clerkship year, you can take a Sub-Internship 
(assuming you have met pre-requisites)
• Last quarter: Block 8-February, Block 9-March, Block 10-April

•If your specialty of interest has only one Advanced Clinical Phase (M4) rotation (e.g. 
Ophthalmology or Urology) – please speak with a specialty or OSA advisor about the ideal time 
for you to take this rotation.

•Ambulatory requirement/tag 



Ambulatory Requirement
•The best way to get ambulatory completed as an MS3 is to do Eastern or Western AHEC which are currently 
available every block.

•If you schedule an elective that has an Ambulatory tag in the course catalog, you may be eligible to complete 
the Ambulatory Curriculum with this elective

• You would be registered for the elective (ANES 542- Pain Management) 

AND 

• You would be registered for the ambulatory curriculum (AMBL 540- Ambulatory Selective)

•Note: AMBL-540 is ADDITIONAL coursework during the elective rotation. 

•You can take a rotation that counts for ambulatory and not get ambulatory credit 
• Ambulatory (AMBL 540) has a specific number of spots per rotation block. 

• If those spots are full, the AMBL 540 cannot be added and you will need to do another rotation in MS4 year to satisfy 
your ambulatory requirement. 



Is there room in AMBL 540?
•If you choose an ambulatory elective on-campus, the scheduling team will alert you and register 
you in the AMBL-540 curriculum, IF THERE IS SPACE!

•Space is very limited - currently 11 spots total in blocks 1-9 available. 

•The curriculum must be completed during the rotation and there is no retrospective credit.

•If you change your original elective, it will be your responsibility to work with AMBL-540 Course 
Leadership to get the AMBL 540 designation. 
• Clinical Scheduling→ Ambulatory Schedule Changes (dropdown at the bottom of the page)

https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/osa/advising/clinical-scheduling/


Exploring the Course Catalog
MedScope

https://medscope.umaryland.edu/


Navigating the Course Catalog
•Course Catalog (2025-2026)- Blocks 11, 12
•Course Catalog (2026-2027)- Blocks 1-10
•CLICK Login (otherwise you will not see the tags or availability)

https://medscope.umaryland.edu/my/catalog/2025-2026/
https://medscope.umaryland.edu/catalog/2026-2027/


Course Availability
•Check course availability BEFORE you request to schedule it.

•You can see that in the course catalog view (after you login) 

OR

•MS4 Scheduling Page (Clinical Scheduling→ Click M4 Advanced Clinical Phase Scheduling and Timeline)

• Course Availability

https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/osa/advising/clinical-scheduling/


Unique Rotations

Advising Workshops

Presentation Title/Agenda Ppt slides, recording

UMSOM Unique Rotations (International Rotations, Etc.) Presentation 

•12-12:10: Infectious Disease in Zambia

•12:10-12:20: Family Medicine in Kenya

•12:20-12:30: Center for Global Engagement

•12:30-12:40: Indian Health Service

•12:40-12:50: Eastern Shore Women’s Health Elective

•12:50-1:00: Eastern Shore Public Health Elective

Recording

Some of these rotations will NOT be eligible during MS3 year due to being out of Maryland or 
International rotations. 

https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/osa/advising/residency-application-manual/advising-workshops/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fumaryland.vidanovavle.com%2Fmod%2Flti%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D2851&data=05%7C02%7CAEsselman%40som.umaryland.edu%7Cf92ae5bd058a4b791a9c08de62809368%7C717009a620de461a88940312a395cac9%7C0%7C0%7C639056501523545683%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jV0Cr6wUgWKysYGZt0u%2B3dstMl33icE5iLIZwKAVHv4%3D&reserved=0


How do we schedule our elective?
Survey Scheduling

•March 13-March 19: MS3 Elective Survey will be sent out from Medscope

•Follow the directions carefully and pay attention to the closing time of the survey 

•Rotations will be posted to Medscope the week of March 23rd

•Note: NO special approval rotations will be scheduled in this survey 

Add/Drop Scheduling 

•Starting March 30th, you can use the add/drop process.
• If you don’t know what you want to do for your rotation yet, you miss the survey or if you want to change your rotation.

•Clinical Scheduling→ Click Add/drop Instructions dropdown Drop/Add Process

•Note: If you want to schedule a special approval rotation, this can be done during add/drop after obtaining 
approval from the course director (see directions in course description)

https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/osa/advising/clinical-scheduling/
https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/osa/advising/clinical-scheduling/dropadd-process/


Add/Drop Scheduling
Pay attention to the timelines! 

Adding a Course

•Students should use the Add/Drop Form AddDropForm to add a course.

•Requests to add a course must be submitted within 10 school days prior to the course's start 
date; requests submitted outside of this timeframe are not guaranteed to be considered.

•Students should review course availability and prerequisite requirements in the Course Catalog 
before completing the Add/Drop request form

Dropping a Course

•Students can Drop an elective or sub-internship through their MedScope Portfolio (without 
completing the above form) within the following timeframes:
• Electives must be dropped no later than two (2) weeks prior to the rotation start date.

• Sub-internships must be dropped no later than four (4) weeks prior to the rotation start date.

https://apps.powerapps.com/play/e/default-717009a6-20de-461a-8894-0312a395cac9/a/a64ecf46-e826-4b40-8a22-04e8f9c64d8d?tenantId=717009a6-20de-461a-8894-0312a395cac9&hint=7e0b87cc-4d5a-458e-a625-d24e39fa83c6&sourcetime=1704489366933


Changing Course Availability

•Students schedules are changing constantly!

•Courses and rotations are added/dropped all the time!

•If you see a rotation you would like to add, but it is not available, continue to 
review the course catalog for availability. 

•Pay attention to the add/drop timelines though



Resources to review

•Catalog (2025-2026)- Blocks 11, 12
•Course Catalog (2026-2027)- Blocks 1-10
•Clinical Scheduling
•Guidance-for-Choosing-Electives.pptx
•Residency Application Manual
•AAMC Careers in Medicine

•OSA Deans are here to help- reach out if you have questions or need help!
•Dr. Kerri Thom
•Dr. John Allen
•Dr. Marissa Flaherty
•Dr. Elizabeth Lamos

https://medscope.umaryland.edu/my/catalog/2025-2026/
https://medscope.umaryland.edu/catalog/2026-2027/
https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/osa/advising/clinical-scheduling/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.medschool.umaryland.edu%2Fmedia%2Fsom%2Foffices-of-the-dean%2Fstudent-affairs%2Fdocuments%2FGuidance-for-Choosing-Electives.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/osa/advising/residency-application-manual/
https://careersinmedicine.aamc.org/


Timeline

Date / Time Information

3/13–3/19

(Friday-Thursday)
Elective Survey Open for MS3 Electives

Week of 3/23 Electives from survey posted on Medscope

3/30 (Monday) Add/Drop Scheduling begins



Questions?


