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What’s the Buzz?

J Christine Barnabic, MS, Education Program Management 
Specialist, Center for Integrative Medicine, was featured in The Daily 
Record on March 25, with a “Tech Tip” about utilizing Google’s 
platforms and tools. 

J Brian Browne, MD, Professor and Chair, Department 
of  Emergency Medicine, presented testimony to the US 
Sentencing Commission in December. Dr. Browne was 
one of  several experts invited to testify during a hearing 
on fentanyl, fentanyl analogs, and synthetic cannabi-
noids. Dr. Browne described a growing trend of  fentanyl 
in the illicit drug trade; the addition of  fentanyl to heroin 
packing by “street pharmacists”, and its impact on ambu-
lance crews and emergency departments as they respond 
to overdoses. Zachary Dezman, MD, MS, Assistant 
Professor, Department of  Emergency Medicine, assisted 
Dr. Browne with the preparation of  his testimony and 
attended the hearing.

J Vincent Conroy, PT, DScPT, Assistant Professor, 
Department of  Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation 
Science, Jon Hermansen, Kaitlin Bielec, and Aanchal 
Domalapally (DPT students), were invited to rep-
resent the Physical Therapy program at the UMB 
Interprofessional Fair on March 10. This fair provided 
middle and high school students from Baltimore City 
an opportunity to meet an interprofessional team of  
graduate students to discuss potential career choices. 
Participants also engaged in interactive elements such 
as listening to their own heartbeats through dual-headed 
stethoscopes and observing a wrist move into extension 
by electrical current generated from an e-stim machine. 
Additionally, on March 26, Karen Gordes, PhD, 
PT, DScPT, Assistant Professor, E. Tonas Kalil, PT, 

DPT, MGA, Instructor (Adjunct Faculty I) and students, all from the 
Department of  Physical Therapy and 
Rehabilitation Science, participated 
at the campus UMB Wellness Fair. 
This participation resulted in a total 
of  254 screenings. 

Separately, Dr. Conroy and 
Li-Qun Zhang, PhD, Professor, 
also from the Department of  
Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation 
Science, hosted 26 students from the 
Department of  Bioengineering at 
the University of  Maryland College 
Park (UMCP) to visit the Anatomy, 
Neuromechanics and Orthopaedic 
Biomechanics labs 
on March 13. UMCP 
students alternated 
their time by partici-
pating in discussions 
about muscle, joint, 
and nerves with 
clinical application 
with Kristen Menks, 
Katilyn Boyer, Abby 
Leibowitz, and Erica 
Brager (DPT students) 
over prosected speci-
mens in the anatomy 
lab. While the other group attended demonstrations in Dr. Zhang’s lab 
with Kyung Koh, PhD, Postoctoral Fellow, and Dongwon Kim, PhD, 
Visiting Research Fellow, on movement analysis, inverse dynamics, 
rehab robotics, and combined ultrasound and biomechanics. 

J Vasken Dilsizian, MD, Professor, Department of  Diagnostic 
Radiology and Nuclear Medicine, and member of  the Advisory 
Committee on the Medical Uses of  Isotopes of  the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC), presented “Medical Event Reporting and Impact 

on Medical Licensee Patient Safety Culture,” 
to the Commission Briefing panel members 
of  the NRC on March 8 in Rockville, MD. 
Separately, Dr. Dilsizian, delivered a presenta-
tion titled “Diagnosis of  Prosthetic Valve 
Endocarditis and Device Infections,” at the 
American College of  Cardiology 67th Annual 
Scientific Sessions, which was held in Orlando 
on March 12.

J Roy Film, PT, MPT, DPT, 
OCS, FAAOMPT, Assistant 

Professor, Department of  Physical Therapy and 
Rehabilitation Science, presented “Chasing the Dragon: 
Preventing Pain from Becoming Chronic in the Age of  
Opioids” at the American Physical Therapy Association 
of  Maryland’s Mini Combined Sections Meeting & 
Spring Chapter Meeting, which was held at Howard 
Community College on March 24. Separately, Dr. Film 
presented at the University of  Maryland Rehabilitation 
Network Annual Conference at the Sheppard-Pratt 
Conference Center on March 24. Dr. Film’s presentations 
included “Evidence Based Manual Therapy Techniques 
for the Lower Extremity” and “State of  Crisis: How You Can Make 
a Difference in Maryland’s Opioid Epidemic.” Victoria Marchese, 
PT, PhD, Associate Professor, also from the Department of  Physical 
Therapy and Rehabilitation Science, presented “Gait and Exercise 
Participation Consideration for the Pediatric and Adult Cancer 
Survivor.”

J Jon Mark Hirshon, MD, MPH, 
PhD, Professor, Department of  
Emergency Medicine, and a member of  
the Board of  Directors of  the American 
College of  Emergency Physicians, 
participated in a roundtable discussion 
held by the Health Subcommittee of  the 
Ways and Means Committee of  the US 
House of  Representatives on March 22. 
The purpose of  the discussion was to 

present strategies for alleviating Medicare red tape burdens for patients 
and health care providers.

J Brian Johnson, OTR/L, PhD Candidate and Graduate Research 
Assistant, Department of  Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Science, 
participated in the American College of  Sports Medicine’s (ACSM) 
Capitol Hill Day in Washington, DC, on March 7. While there, 
members of  the ACSM and celebrity athletes met with policy makers 
to advocate for new health care legislation.

J Dean Mann, MD, Professor, Department of  
Pathology, participated in discussions at the South Tyrol 
Museum of  Archeology in Italy. The topics included Dr. 
Mann’s HLA typing studies of  the Tyrolean Ice Man. 

J Victoria Marchese, PT, 
PhD, Associate Professor, 
Department of  Physical Therapy 
and Rehabilitation Science, 
presented “In-Active Lifestyle in 
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia 
Childhood Cancer Survivors: 
Interventions to Improve Balance, 
Coordination, and Physical 
Activity” at the Johns Hopkins 
University’s Center for Dynamic 
Health, “Exercise As Medicine” 
symposium on April 13.  

J Laurie Neely, PT, DPT, NCS, Assistant Professor, 
Department of  Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation 
Science, along with Michelle Gorman, PT, DPT, GSC, 
Assistant Professor, Department of  Physical Therapy, 
University of  Maryland Eastern Shore, taught a CEU 

Kudos to our colleagues who are experts in their fields and give their all to represent the School of  Medicine! 

Brian Browne, MD

Vasken Dilsizian, MD

Roy Film, PT, MPT, DPT, 
OCS, FAAOMPT

Dr. Jon Mark Hirshon at the round-
table discussion

Dean Mann, MD

UMB Wellness Fair

Vincent Conroy, PT, 
DScPT at the UMB 

Interprofessional Fair

UMCP students from the Department of Bioengineering 

Laurie Neely, PT, DPT, 
NCS

Victoria Marchese, PT, PhD



 

2   W B u z z

J Jennifer Albrecht, PhD, Assistant Professor, 
Department of  Epidemiology & Public Health, and Linda 
Simoni-Wastila, BSPharm, MSPH, PhD, Professor, 
Department of  Pharmaceutical Health Services Research, 
University of  Maryland School of  Pharmacy, were among 
the co-authors on “Public Health Risk of  Stroke Among 
Older Medicare Antidepressant Users With Traumatic 
Brain Injury,” in the Journal of  Head Trauma Rehabilitation, 
2017 Jan/Feb.

J Svetlana Chapoval, MD, 
PhD, Visiting Assistant Professor, 
Department of  Microbiology 

and Immunology, authored “Neuroimmune 
Semaphorins as Costimulatory Molecules and 
Beyond” in Molecular Medicine, 2018 Apr 4.

J Wengen Chen, MD, PhD, 
Associate Professor, Department 
of  Diagnostic Radiology and 
Nuclear Medicine, Van-Khue 
Ton, MD, Assistant Professor, 
and Vasken Dilsizian, MD, Professor, both from the 
Department of  Medicine, were among the co-authors 
on “Clinical Phenotyping of  Transthyretin Cardiac 
Amyloidosis with Bone Seeking Radiotracers in Heart 
Failure with Preserved Ejection Fraction” in Current 
Cardiology Reports, 2018 Mar 8.

J Bianca Conti, MD, Assistant 
Professor, and Yvette Fouche-Weber, MD, 
Assistant Professor, both from the Department 
of  Anesthesiology, were co-authors on 
“Improvised Explosive Devices: Anesthetic 
Implications” in Current Anesthesiology Reports, 
2018 Mar. 

J Aletta Frazier, MD, Clinical Professor, 
Department of  Diagnostic Radiology and 
Nuclear Medicine, was the author on “Four 
Levels of  Diagnosis in the Rare Pediatric 
Embryonal Tumor of  the CNS Called Embryonal Tumor with 
Multilayered Rosettes” in Radiographics, 2018 Mar/Apr.

J Jack Guralnik, MD, PhD, MPH, Professor, 
Department of  Epidemiology & Public Health, was a 
co-author on “Maintenance of  Physical Function 1 Year 
After Exercise Intervention in At-Risk Older Adults: 
Follow-up From the LIFE Study” in the Journals of  
Gerontology. Series A. Biological Sciences and Medical Sciences, 
2018 Feb 27. 

J Thomas Grissom, MD, Associate Professor, 
Department of  Anesthesiology, was section editor on 
“Anesthetic Considerations Utilizing Resuscitative 

Endovascular Balloon Occlusion of  the 
Aorta in the Hemorrhaging Trauma Patient”; 
“Anesthesia for Emergency Preservation and 
Resuscitation (EPR) for Traumatic Cardiac 
Arrest: a Brief  Review”; “Improvised Explosive 
Devices: Anesthetic Implications”; “Video 
Versus Direct Laryngoscopy for Initial Trauma 
Airway Management: Is There a Winner?”; 
“Recent Advances in the Use of  Vasopressors 
and Inotropes in Neurotrauma”; “Regional 
Anesthesia for the Acute Trauma Patient”; 
“Management of  the Trauma Patient on Direct 

Oral Anticoagulants,” all published in Current Anesthesiology Reports, 
2018 Mar.

J Lyndsay O’Hara, MPH, Research Fellow, and 
Kerri Thom, MD, Associate Professor, both from the 
Department of  Epidemiology & Public Health, were 
among the co-authors on “Update to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the Healthcare 
Infection Control Practices Advisory Committee 
Guideline for the Prevention of  Surgical Site Infection 
(2017): A Summary, Review, and Strategies for 
Implementation” in the American Journal of  Infection 
Control, 2018 Mar 7. 

J David Marcozzi, MD, 
MHS-CL, FACEP, Associate Professor, 
Department of  Emergency Medicine, was the 
lead author on “Trends in the Contribution 
of  Emergency Departments to the Provision 
of  Hospital-Associated Health Care in the 
USA” in the International Journal of  Health 
Services, 2018 Apr. Nicole Baehr, Emergency 
Medicine Healthcare Program Analyst, and 
Brian Browne, MD, Professor and Chair, also 
from Department of  Emergency Medicine, 
were co-authors. 

J Micheal Mazzeffi, MD, Associate Professor, Depart-
ment of  Anesthesiology, and Magali Fontaine, MD, 
PhD, Associate Professor, Department of  Pathology, 
were among the authors on “Intraoperative Red Blood 
Cell Transfusion, Delayed Graft Function, and Infection 
After Kidney Transplant: An Observational Cohort 
Study” in the Journal of  Anesthesiology, 2018 Mar 20. Drs. 
Mazzeffi and Fontaine were also among the authors 
on “Five-Year Trends in Perioperative Red Blood 
Cell Transfusion From Index Cases in Five Surgical 
Specialties: 2011 to 2015” in Transfusion, 2018 Mar 14. 
Separately, Dr. Fontaine was among the authors on “Silk 
Biomaterial Improves Islet Cell Function and Modulates Cell Surface 
Glut2 Expression” in Cellular Immunology, 2018 Apr. 

Hats off  to those who have been published! 

Publications

Events, Lectures & Workshops continued

course titled “Mentoring Collaborative Healthcare Providers for the 
Future” at the Sentara Healthcare System” on March 28. Over 75 
therapists attended.

J David Rasko, PhD, Professor, Department of  
Microbiology & Immunology, Institute for Genome 
Sciences, shared his research on comparative bacterial 
genomics on the American Society for Microbiology 
(ASM) podcast “Meet the Microbiologist” on March 28.

J Rachel Reoli, PT, DPT, NCS, PhD Student, Depart-
ment of  Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation, 
presented her poster “How Do You Rehabili-
tate Balance When Vision, Sensation, and 
Vestibular Systems are Impaired: A Case 
Study” at the American Physical Therapy 

Association Combined Sections Meeting, that was held in 
New Orleans, February 21–24. Ms. Reoli, was also recog-
nized at the Meeting for receiving her Neurologic Specialty 
Certification.

J Terez Shea-Donohue, PhD, Professor, Department of  
Radiation Oncology, presented “The Alternative Life of  

Macrophages” on March 12 to the Division of  Biomedical Sciences at 
the University of  California, Riverside.

J On February 14, students from the Department of Physical 
Therapy and Rehabilitation Science, along with several faculty 
members, participated in the American Physical Therapy Association 
of  Maryland’s Advocacy Day in Annapolis.

J The University of  Maryland, Baltimore’s Graduate Student 
Association (GSA) sponsored their 40th Annual Graduate Research 
Conference (GRC) on March 15. The event provides students and 
postdoctoral fellows opportunities to present their research to the 
campus community. Among the presenters were many faculty and 
students from the Department of  Physical Therapy And Rehabilitation 

Science, including:
Mark Rogers, PT, PhD, FAPTA, George R. Hepburn 

Dynasplint Professor and Chair; Brian Johnson, OTR/L, 
PhD Candidate, Graduate Research Assistant; Kelly 
Westlake, PhD, MSC, PT, Assistant Professor; Wan-Wen 
Liao, PhD Candidate; Jill Whitall, PhD, Professor; Joseph 
Barton, PhD, PE, Assistant Professor; Sandy McCombe 
Waller, PT, PhD, MS, NCS, Associate Professor; Ozell 
Sanders, PhD Candidate; Hao Yuan Hsiao, Postdoctoral 
Fellow; Douglas Savin, PT, PhD, Assistant Professor; and 
Robert Creath, PhD, Assistant Professor

Thomas Grissom, MD

Terez Shea-Donohue, PhD

Jennifer Albrecht, PhD

Svetlana Chapoval, MD, PhD

Wengen Chen, MD, PhD

Bianca Conti, MD

Jack Guralnik, MD, PhD, 
MPH

David Marcozzi, MD, MHS-CL, 
FACEP

Michael Mazzeffi, MD

Kerri Thom, MD

David Rasko, PhD
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J Mark Mishra, MD, Assistant Professor, Department 
of  Radiation Oncology, was among the authors on 
“Targeting Tumor Metabolism with Statins During 
Treatment for Advanced-Stage Pancreatic Cancer” in 
the American Journal of  Clinical Oncology, 2018 March 
5. Dr. Mishra was also among the authors on “Online 
Advertising and Marketing Claims by Providers of  
Proton Beam Therapy: Are They Guideline-Based?” in 
Radiation Oncology, 2018 Mar 15. 

J Emmanuel Mongodin, 
PhD, Assistant Professor, 
Department of  Microbiology 

and Immunology, and Institute for Genome 
Sciences, and Claire Fraser, PhD, the 
Dean’s Endowed Professor and Director, 
Institute for Genome Sciences, were among 
the co-authors on “Primordial Origin and 
Diversification of  Plasmids in Lyme Disease 
Agent Bacteria” in BMC Genomics, 2018 Mar 
27. Separately, Dr. Mongodin was among the 
co-authors on “Plasticity in Early Immune 
Evasion Strategies of  a Bacterial Pathogen” in Proceedings of  the 
National Academy of  Sciences, 2018 Apr 2. In addition, Dr. Mongodin 
was among the co-authors on “Advances in Serodiagnostic Testing for 
Lyme Disease Are at Hand” in Clinical Infectious Diseases, 2018 Mar 19.

J Amit Sawant, PhD, Associate Professor, Department 
of  Radiation Oncology, was the first author on 
“Treatment Planning Based on Lung Functional 
Avoidance is Not Ready for Clinical Deployment” in 
Medical Physics, 2018 Mar 23.

J Mohummad Siddiqui, MD, 
Assistant Professor, Department 
of  Surgery, was among the 
co-authors on “A Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging-Based 
Prediction Model for Prostate 
Biopsy Risk Stratification” in 
JAMA Oncology, 2018 Feb 22.

J Charles Simone, II, MD, 
Associate Professor, Department 
of  Radiation Oncology, was 
the senior author on “Practice Patterns and Outcomes 
of  Chemoradiotherapy Versus Radiotherapy Alone for 
Older Patients with Nasopharyngeal Cancer” in Cancer 
Medicine, 2018 Mar 30.

Dr. Simone was also the senior author of  “Histology 
Significantly Affects Recurrence and Survival Following 
SBRT for Early Stage Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer,” 
in Lung Cancer, 2018 Apr. In addition, Dr. Simone was 
among the authors on “Patterns of  Care for Stage 

IA Cervical Cancer: Use of  Definitive Radiation Therapy Versus 
Hysterectomy” in the International Journal of  Gynecological Cancer, 2018 
Mar 20; and “Photons, Protons or Carbon Ions for Stage I Non-Small 

Cell Lung Cancer: Results of  the Multicentric ROCOCO in Silico 
Study” in Radiotherapy and Oncology, 2018 Mar 12. Separately, Dr. 
Simone was among the authors on “Pilot Study for Supervised Target 
Detection Applied to Spatially Registered Multiparametric MRI in 
Order to Non-Invasively Score Prostate Cancer” in Computers in Biology 
and Medicine, 2018 Mar 1; and “Analysis of  the Relationship Between 
Response to Chemotherapy and Response to Radiation Therapy in 
Patients With Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer Receiving Sequential 
Treatment” in the American Journal of  Clinical Oncology, 2018 Apr. 

J O. Colin Stine, PhD, Professor, Department of  Epidemiology 
& Public Health, was a co-author on “Meta-Analysis of  the Lung 
Microbiota in Pulmonary Tuberculosis” in Tuberculosis (Edinb),  
2018 Mar 1.

J Mohan Suntharalingam, MD, 
the Marlene & Stewart Greenebaum 
Professorship in Radiation Oncology, and 
President and CEO of  the University of  
Maryland Medical Center, was the first 
author on “Questions About a Clinical Trial 
Evaluating the Addition of  Cetuximab to 
Definitive Chemoradiation Therapy with 
Paclitaxel and Cisplatin for Patients With 
Esophageal Cancer–Reply” in JAMA Oncology, 
2018 Mar 29. Separately, Dr. Suntharalingam, 
was among the co-authors on “Utility of  

the ACE Inhibitor Captopril in Mitigating Radiation-Associated 
Pulmonary Toxicity in Lung Cancer: Results from NRG Oncology 
RTOG 0123” in the American Journal of  Clinical Oncology, 2018 Apr.

J Hervé Tettelin, PhD, Associate Professor, 
Department of  Microbiology and Immunology, James 
Munro, PhD, Bioinformatics Analyst, and Adonis 
D’Mello, a graduate student in molecular medicine, all 
from the Institute for Genome Sciences, were among the 
co-authors on “Haemophilus Influenzae Genome Evolution 
During Persistence in the Human Airways in Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease” in Proceedings of  the 
National Academy of  Sciences, 2018 Apr 3. 

J Zeljko Vujaskovic, MD, 
PhD, Professor, Department of  
Radiation Oncology, was among 
the authors on “Post-irradiation Treatment 
With a Superoxide Dismutase Mimic, 
Mntnhex-2-Pyp5+, Mitigrates Radiation 
Injury in the Lungs of  Non-Human Primates 
After Whole-Thorax Exposure 
to Ionizing Radiation” in 
Antioxidants, 2018 Mar.

J Amelia Wnorowski, MD, 
Assistant Professor, Department 

of  Diagnostic Radiology and Nuclear Medicine, was the 
first author on “Outcome of  Liver Lesions Indeterminate 
for Malignancy on Ultrasound: the Role of  Patient Age, 
Risk Status, and Lesion Echogenicity” in Abdominal 
Radiology, 2018 Mar 28. 

Publications continued

Zeljko Vujaskovic, MD, PhD

We welcome our new faculty!

New Faculty

J Todd Crocco, MD, joined the Department of  Emergency 
Medicine, as a Professor and will serve as its Director for Pre-
Hospital Care and Telemedicine. In his previous position, he was 
Chief  Business Development Officer at West Virginia University 
Health Sciences Center and Medical Director of  WVU’s Clinical and 

Mark Mishra, MD

Emmanuel Mongodin, PhD

Amit Sawant, PhD

Minhaj Siddiqui, MD

Charles Simone, ll, MD

Mohan Suntharalingam, MD

Hervé Tettelin, PhD

Amelia Wnorowski, MD

We applaud the innovators among us!

Patents

J Vincent Njar, PhD, Professor, and Puranik Purushottamachar, PhD, Research Associate, both from the 
Department of  Pharmacology, were among the co-inventors for Australian patent #2014247941 “Androgen 
Receptor Down-Regulating Agents and Uses Thereof,” effective February 6.  

Vincent Njar, PhD

Pharmacologic Research Center. Dr. Crocco received his medical 
degree from the University of  Pittsburgh School of  Medicine and 
completed the emergency medicine residency and an emergency 
medical services fellowship at the University of  Cincinnati/University 
Hospital.
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Research Communications Network
Many thanks to the following who serve as your liaison for the information you see in What’s the Buzz? 

DEPARTMENTS
•  Anatomy & Neurobiology: Leslie Fitzpatrick 

lfitzpatrick@som.umaryland.edu
•  Anesthesiology: Candace Gaphardt  

cgaphardt@som.umaryland.edu
•  Biochemistry & Molecular Biology: Qun Zhou 

qzhou@som.umaryland.edu
•  Dermatology: Laurie Timberlake 

ltimberlake@som.umaryland.edu 
Betsy Satosky l fsatosky@som.umaryland.edu

•  Diagnostic Radiology & Nuclear Medicine:  
Brigitte Pocta l bpocta@umm.edu

•  Emergency Medicine: Linda Kesselring 
lkesselring@em.umaryland.edu

•  Epidemiology & Public Health: Hannah Andrews 
handrews@som.umaryland.edu

•  Family & Community Medicine:  
Cathy Malecki l CathyMalecki@som.umaryland.edu  
Erinn Smith l ErSmith@som.umaryland.edu

•  Medicine: Molly Lutz 
mlutz@medicine.umaryland.edu

•  Microbiology & Immunology:  
Cecilia Lizer l clizer@som.umaryland.edu

•  Neurology: Penelope Birckhead 
pbirckhead@som.umaryland.edu

•  Neurosurgery: India	Griffin  
igriffin@som.umaryland.edu

•  OB-GYN: Robin Kissinger 
rkissinger@fpi.umaryland.edu

•  Ophthalmology: Amy Kopec 
akopec@som.umaryland.edu

•  Orthopaedics: Dori Kelly 
dkelly@umoa.umm.edu

•  Otorhinolaryngology: Zubair Ahmed 
zahmed@som.umaryland.edu

•  Pathology: Lisa Rodgers 
LiRodgers@som.umaryland.edu

•  Pediatrics: Denise Hansen 
dhansen@som.umaryland.edu

•  Pharmacology: Shalon Edwards	 
NEdwards@som.umaryland.edu

•  Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation Science:  
Donna Bethke l dbethke@som.umaryland.edu

•  Physiology: Marty Lind 
mlind@som.umaryland.edu

•  Psychiatry /BSRCU: Lisa Cleary 
lcleary@psych.umaryland.edu

•  Radiation Oncology: Nancy Knight 
nknight@umm.edu

•  Surgery: Michele Mehrling 
mmehrling@smail.umaryland.edu

INSTITUTES
•  Institute for Genome Sciences (IGS):  

Sarah Pick l spick@som.umaryland.edu  
Riham Keryakos l rkeryakos@som.umaryland.edu

•  Institute of Human Virology (IHV):  
Nora Samarayanake 
nsamaranayake@ihv.umaryland.edu

•  Institute for Clinical & Translational Research (ICTR): 
Meriem Gaval Cruz 
meriem.gavalcruz@umaryland.edu

RESEARCH CENTERS
•  Center for Biomedical Engineering and Technology 

(BioMet): Pamela Wright l pbwright@umaryland.edu
•  Center for Integrative Medicine:  

Rebekah Owens l rowens@som.umaryland.edu
•  Center for Stem Cell Biology:  

Evets Morgan l emorgan@som.umaryland.edu
•  Center for Vaccine Development and Global Health: 

Leslie Jamka l ljamka@som.umaryland.edu 
Joanne Morrison l jmorrison@som.umaryland.edu

•  Center for Vascular & Inflammatory Diseases:  
Yan Sun l yansun@som.umaryland.edu

•  Center for Innovative Biomedical Resources (CIBR): 
Thomas McHugh l tmchugh@som.umaryland.edu

•  Center for Research on Aging: Hannah Andrews 
handrews@som.umaryland.edu

•  Center for Shock, Trauma and Anesthesiology 
Research (STAR-ORC):  
Gabriela Felton l gfelton@anes.umm.edu

RESEARCH PROGRAMS
•  Program in Comparative Medicine:  

Deborah Sanchez l dsanchez@umaryland.edu
•  Program in Genetics & Genomic Medicine:  

Ruth Cosentino l rcosenti@som.umaryland.edu

•  Program in Health Disparities and Population 
Health: Kate Tracy l ktracy@som.umaryland.edu

•  Program in Neuroscience: Georgia Rogers 
grogers@som.umaryland.edu

•  Program in Oncology: Kelli Carroll 
kcaroll1@umm.edu

•  Program in Trauma: Betsy Burcham  
bburcham@umm.edu

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
•  Graduate Programs in Life Sciences (GPILS): 

Thomas McHugh l tmchugh@som.umaryland.edu
•  Medical Scientist Training Program (MSTP):  

Jane Bacon l jbacon@som.umaryland.edu
•  MD Admissions: Mickey Foxwell 

mfoxwell@som.umaryland.edu
•  Medical & Research Technology:  

Cynthia Stambach  
cstambach@som.umaryland.edu

•  Masters of Public Health (MPH):  
Kara Longo l klongo@som.umaryland.edu

ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS
•  Development: TBD
•  Faculty Affairs: Robertha Simpson 

rsimpson@som.umaryland.edu
•  Information Services: Sharon Bowser  

sbowser@som.umaryland.edu
•  Research Career Development: Stacie Mendoza 

smendoza@som.umaryland.edu
•  Student Affairs: Reetta Gach 

rgach@som.umaryland.edu
•  Student Research: Jean Marie Roth 

jroth@som.umaryland.edu

Grants & Contracts

J Erik de Leeuw, PhD, Assistant Professor, 
Department of  Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology, was awarded $103,000 from the 
Center for Maryland Advanced Ventures 
(CMAV) Life Sciences Fund for his work on 
the development of  Small Molecule Lipid II 
Inhibitors.

J Magali Fontaine, MD, PhD, Associate 
Professor, Department of  Pathology, received 
voucher support for “The Role of  Platelets in 

the Pathophysiology of  Allergic Transfusion 
Reactions” from the University of  Maryland, 
Baltimore Institute for Clinical & Translational 
Research (ICTR) Voucher Program.

J Denise Orwig, PhD, Associate Professor, 
Department of  Epidemiology & Public Health, 
received a two-year, $10,000 contract from 
Pluristem, LLC  for “Validation of  the Short 
Physical Perfomance Battery (SPPB).” 

Congratulations to our very productive faculty on their recent grants and contracts! 

of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Science, was awarded the 2018 
Outstanding Presentation Award for Poster Session F at the University 
of  Maryland Baltimore Graduate Student Association’s 40th Annual 
Graduate Research Conference (GRC), which was held on March 15. 

J Alan Rathbun, PhD, MPH, Research Associate, Department of  
Epidemiology & Public Health, was selected as one of  three finalists, 
by the Society for Epidemiologic Research (SER), for its Lilienfeld 
Postdoctoral Prize Paper Award.  

J Ozell Sanders, PhD Candidate, Department of  Physical Therapy 
and Rehabilitation Science, was awarded the Geriatrics and Gerontology 
Education and Research Program (GGEAR) award, as well as, the 2018 
Outstanding Presentation Award for Poster Session C at the University 
of  Maryland Baltimore Graduate Student Association’s 40th Annual 
Graduate Research Conference (GRC), which was held on March 15.

J Osamah Saeedi, MD, Associate Professor, 
Department of  Ophthalmology and Visual 
Science, was awarded the Heidelberg 
Engineering 2018 Xtreme Research Award 
for his in vivo imaging of  ocular blood flow 
at the Association for Research in Vision and 
Ophthalmology’s (ARVO) Annual Meeting, 
held in Hawaii on April 30. Dr. Saeedi also 
presented “Beyond Angiography: In Vivo 
Imaging of  Ocular Erythrocytes” at the award 
ceremony. 

Honors & Awards

J Ana Lia Graciano, MD, FAAP, FCCM, Associate Professor, 
Department of  Pediatrics, was awarded the Society of  Critical Care 
Medicine (SCCM) Presidential Citation award. This award honors 
SCCM members who have made outstanding contributions to critical 
care and to the mission of  the Society of  Critical Care Medicine.

J Annette Hanson, MD, Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department 
of  Psychiatry, won the American Psychiatric Association’s Carol Davis 
ethics award for a book she co-authored titled Committed: The Battle over 
Involuntary Psychiatric Care. The book describes the experience of  forced 
care and addresses many topics relevant to mental illness and gun vio-
lence. The award was presented at the American Psychiatric Association’s 
annual meeting in New York, May 5–9.

J Linda Horn, PT, DScPT, MHS, GCS, 
NCS, Assistant Professor, Department of  
Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Science, 
is a recipient of  the Lucy Blair Service Award. 
This award honors physical therapist members 
or physical therapist life members whose 
contributions to the American Physical Therapy 
Association (APTA) are of  exceptional quality. 
Dr. Horn will be recognized at an awards 
ceremony during the APTA’s annual conference 
in June.

J Brian Johnson, OTR/L, PhD Candidate 
and Graduate Research Assistant, Department 

Congratulations to the following who have received honors! 

Erik de Leeuw, PhD Magali Fontaine, MD, PhD Denise Orwig, PhD

Linda Horn, PT, DScPT, MHS, 
GCS, NCS

Osamah Saeedi, MD

If you would like to acknowledge an award, presentation, 
publication, or other noteworthy accomplishments, 
please send the information to the liaison within your 
department, program, center or office.

OR
You may submit your Buzz items online:  

https://umbforms.wufoo.com/forms/z150ub5x10bz167/

How to submit information to the Buzz


