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HEALTH NEWS 

Trump wants the MMR vaccine divided into three 
shots. Is that even possible? 
Immunizations against measles, mumps and rubella aren't available as stand-alone shots. What's more, 

experts say there's no evidence to support breaking up the vaccine into three. 
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The measles-mumps-rubella vaccine has been given for decades in the U.S. as a 

single shot. Joe Raedle / Getty Images file 
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Trump signs order to change child vaccine recommend ations 

02:20 

But the paper set into motion a cascade of f ear in parents worldwide and led 

to steady reductions in vaccination rates, including in the U.S. 

The Trump administration has continued to focus on the possibility that 

MMR shots could be doing harm, even though scores of studies looking at 

millions of children overwhelmingly back up the safety and effectiveness of 

the MMR vaccine and have found no evidence for an autism link. 

Dr. James Campbell, chair of the American Academy of Pediatrics' Committee 

on Infectious Diseases, worried that parents may be left thinking that the 

MMR shot isn't safe because of the executive order. "We have decades and 

decades of experience using the MMR vaccine as a combined vaccine," he 

said. 

Is there any scientific evidence - new or old - to 
support separating the MMR vaccine? 
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• 
Erika Edwards 

Erika Edwards is a health and medical news writer and reporter for NBC News and "TODAY." 
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