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3rd Annual UM RadOnc Research Symposium

Faculty, researchers, and trainees attended the Third Annual Department of

MARCH AT A GLANCE  Radiation Oncology Research Symposium, held on March 28 at the SMC Student
TOTALS Center. Chaired by France Carrier, PhD, the event featured >40 podium and poster
presentations representing a wide range of collaborative basic, translational, and
clinical investigations. Elana J. Fertig, PhD, Director of the UMB Institute for Genome
Sciences was the keynote speaker, and Giuliano Scarcelli, PhD, associate professor

Clinical trials

Total enrolled 20 in the Department of Bioengineering and Biophysics at UM College Park, was the

GCC, other 8 guest speaker. The program included a lunchtime poster viewing; a welcome from

William F. Regine, MD; and sessions on biology, clinical research, and physics. The

NRG, co-ops 0 event concluded with a reception for participants and attendees. Sponsors were
PCG, other registries 12 Sumitomo Pharma, Tempus, and Decipher by Veracyte. _

Awards were presented to lead authors for top posters, including: 1st, Muhammad

Grants and contracts (Ajmal) Khan, PhD (TWIST1 overexpression models an aggressive subtype of

New awards 0 pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma in vivo); 2nd, Vijay Sharma, PhD (Assessment of

. a novel snout-mounted imaging system for dose depth monitoring); and 3rd, Alex

Submitted 3 Allen, MD (Clinical toxicity profiles of neoadjuvant volumetric modulated arc

Atticles published 8 radiotherapy and proton beam radiotherapy for soft tissue sarcoma: A single-institution

retrospective analysis); as well as for top speakers: 1st, Dario Rodrigues, PhD
(Numerical feasibility of delivering deep hyperthermia to lateral tumors opposite to
metallic hip implants); 2nd, Austin Thompson, MD (The effect of residing in a food-
insecure area on locally advanced breast cancer survival); and 3rd, Triet Nguyen, BA

Information for this rl}onthly (TWIST1 associates with resistance to treatment and Twist1 drives tumor progression
update should be provided no later - i vivo for small cell lung cancer).
than the second Wednesday of The Annual UM Radiation Oncology Research Symposium was initiated in 2023

each month to Miek Segers at
msegers@som.umatyland.edu. The
update will be published on the
second Friday of each month.

by Phuoc Tran, MD, PhD, to encourage increased intra- and interdepartmental
collaboration, support development of successful research award tracks for young
trainees and enhance faculty career development, and foster academic—industrial
partnerships.

Grants and Contracts

NOTE in reference to: Guidance on Communications/Notices/Requests from
Sponsors:
The Research section of UMB’s Navigating Federal Orders and Guidance
Have questions about identifyinga = webpage has been updated to include specific guidance for award terminations:
funding source? Finding research “If you receive any communication about an award, including survey requests, stop
partners across the UMB/UM work orders, termination notices, etc., from a federal agency or pass through entity,

campuses of at another university: please have them forward the request or notification as soon as possible to Jill
Defining future research strategies?

ncn ho b el hilon Franken_field at jiII.frankenfield_@umaryland.edu an_d Laure S(_:ar_antino . at
szl i Coiree NGy Iscarantlno@umarylapd.e_du copying the dep:artment chair and dean.. It is imperative
Knight, PhD, Directot of that these communications are shared since SPA [UMB’s Office of Research
Academic and Professional and Development] is not guaranteed to receive them otherwise. They will assist
Development for the department, with handling the requests.”

at nknight@umm.edu In addition, to minimize risk, refrain from submitting a survey or any other

responses to sponsor requests for information on your own. UMB’s SPA and the
Office of University Counsel are collaborating closely to respond to each of
these requests.
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Grants and Contracts

Submitted

Dario Rodrigues, PhD, PI/PD, to the lvy Foundation 2025 Translational Adult Glioma Award, for “Preclinical
validation of MR-guided hyperthermia applicator for noninvasive treatment of glioblastoma” ($600,000).
Erika Davies, PhD, PI/PD, on a subaward with Red Hill Biopharma to NIH/NIAID BAA-75N93024R00020 for
“Development of radiation/nuclear medical countermeasures and biodosimetry devices” (up to $2,773,437).
Erika Davies, PhD, PI/PD, to NIAID BAA-75N93024R00020 for “Development of radiation/nuclear medical
countermeasures and biodosimetry devices” ($6,198,998)

Clinical Trial Enrollment

10 patients at MPTC on the Proton Collaborative Group Registry

2 patients at MPTC on the Deep Thermal Therapy HUD

6 patients at UMMC on GCC 2384: Evaluation of improved onboard patient imaging with the HyperSight
platform on TrueBeam 4.1

1 patient at UMMC on GCC 23100: A randomized trial of high-risk metachronous oligometastatic prostate
cancer with high-risk mutations treated with metastasis directed therapy and niraparib/abiraterone acetate
and prednisone (KNIGHTS)

1 patient at UCH on GCC 1944: A randomized phase Il trial of two standard dose fractionation regimens for
adjuvant vaginal brachytherapy in early-stage endometrial cancer

Articles Published

Entered into PubMed February 12—March 11. Titles link to PubMed abstracts.
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