Fact Sheet on Keeping Families Safe: 

Traffic and Roadway Injury Prevention

· Injuries are the leading cause of death and disability for children 1-14
· Motor vehicle crashes cause injury every 18 seconds and kill every 11 minutes
Seat Belts prevent injury because they:

· Prevent ejection

· Contact the body at the strongest parts of its structure

· Spread forces over a wide area of the body putting less stress on any one part

· Allow the body to slowly ride down the crash

· Protect the head and spinal cord

Child restraint devices

· 71% effective in reducing deaths for infants

· 54% effective in reducing toddler deaths

· Reduce the need for hospitalization by 69%

· Highly cost effective investments

Maryland’s Child Restraint Laws

· A person may not transport a child younger than 16 years of age unless the child is secured in a child safety seat or a vehicle’s seat belt in all seating positions in all vehicles.

· A child younger than 16 years may not ride in an unenclosed cargo bed of a pick-up truck.

The Best Car Seat

· Fits the child

· Fits the vehicle

· One that will be used correctly every time

· One you can afford

Bicycle Injury Facts

· 1,079 crashes in 2000

· 60% Baltimore City and adjacent counties
· 60% between 3pm and 8pm

· 82% male

· 49% fifteen years and younger

· 50% at fault

· 13% severe injury or fatal (<1%)

Who is at risk for bicycle crashes?

· Males

· Children ages 5 – 15
Helmet Fit: The 5 Step Process

· The helmet should be level on your head.

· The front and back straps should be equally tight and meet at a “V” just below your ear.

· You should have about two fingers of space between your eyebrows and the bottom of your helmet.

· The chinstrap should be tight when you open your mouth. There should be space for one finger between the chinstrap and chin when your mouth is open.

· A perfectly fit helmet will move the skin on your forehead when moved back and forth.
Laws for Drivers

· Stop for pedestrians in the crosswalk when they are on your half of the road, or when they are approaching within the adjacent lane.

· Do not pass a car that is stopped for a pedestrian.

· Stop for pedestrians in the crosswalk when turning right on green, left on green, and right on red.

· Stop at a clearly marked stop line, or before the crosswalk.

· Drive at an appropriate reduced speed when any danger exists to pedestrians.

· Exercise all due care to avoid hitting a pedestrian.
Laws for Pedestrians
· Do not step into the path of a vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to stop.

· Do not cross between two adjacent signalized intersections, unless in a marked crosswalk.

· When crossing legally not at intersections or crosswalks, yield right-of-way to vehicles.

· Obey all pedestrian signals and all signs and markings.

Red Light Running

· Leading cause of urban motor vehicle crashes

· Red light running violations resulted in 89,000 crashes, 82,000 injuries and 1000 fatalities nationwide in one year

· Number of fatal intersection crashes has risen 24% since 1992

· Financial burden in medical costs, property damage and lost wages is $7 billion

