Fact Sheet on Breast Cancer 
· Breast cancer is the most common malignancy and the second leading cause of cancer death in women in the United States.

· The estimated lifetime risk of developing breast cancer for women in the United States in 1 in 8.

· There are multiple factors that influence the development of breast cancer including age, gender, race, genetics and environmental exposures.

· Mammography is a screening modality that may identify breast cancers at an early stage. The American Cancer Society recommends annual screening mammography in women starting at the age of 40. For women with a family history of early onset breast cancer, screening may need to be started earlier.

· Treatment of breast cancer requires a multidisciplinary approach which may include surgery, medical therapy and radiation therapy.

· The overall survival of patients who undergo mastectomy versus breast conservation therapy for breast cancer is equivalent.

· For patients with early stage breast cancer, the five-year survival rates are generally >80%.

